
 

“The savage wars of peace fill full the mouth of famine and bid the sickness 
cease; and when your goal is nearest, the end for others sought; watch sloth 

and heathen folly bring all your hopes to nought.” — Rudyard Kipling
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Our mission is to marshal the best thought on 
governmental, economic and educational issues at the 
state and municipal levels. We seek to accomplish this 
in ways that:  

‣ Exalt the truths of the Declaration of Independence, 
especially as they apply to the interrelated freedoms 
of religion, property and speech. 

‣ Emphasize the primacy of the individual in 
addressing public concerns. 

‣ Recognize that equality of opportunity is sacrificed in 
pursuit of equality of results. 

The foundation encourages research and discussion on 
the widest range of Indiana public policy issues. 
Although the philosophical and economic prejudices 
inherent in its mission might prompt disagreement, the 
foundation strives to avoid political or social bias in its 
work. Those who believe they detect such bias are 
asked to provide details of a factual nature so that 
errors may be corrected.

“When in the course of human events, it 
becomes necessary for one people to 
dissolve the political bands which have 
connected them with another and to 
assume among the powers of the earth, 
the separate and equal station to which 
the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God 
entitle them, a decent respect to the 
opinions of mankind requires that they 
should declare the causes which impel 
them to the separation. We hold these 
truths to be self-evident, that all men 
are created equal, that they are 
endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable rights, that among these 
are life, liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness. That to secure these rights, 
governments are instituted among men, 
deriving their just powers from the 
consent of the governed. That whenever 
any form of government becomes 
destructive of these ends, it is the right 
of the people to alter or to abolish it and 
to institute new government, laying its 
foundation on such principles and 
organizing its powers in such form, as 
to them shall seem most likely to effect 
their safety and happiness. Prudence, 
indeed, will dictate that governments 
long established should not be changed 
for light and transient causes: and 
accordingly all experience hath shown, 
that mankind are more disposed to 
suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to 
right themselves by abolishing the 
forms to which they are accustomed. 
But when a long train of abuses and 
usurpations, pursuing invariably the 
same object evinces a design to reduce 
them under absolute despotism, it is 
their right, it is their duty, to throw off 
such government and to provide new 
guards for their future security.”
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Wednesday Whist 
Let’s Stop Voting ‘Early and Often’ 

“My father, a lifelong Republican, will 
be voting Democrat in this presidential 
election. He would have never done that 
while he was alive.” — unknown. 

Earlier this summer a little Kansas court 
made a big legal point. The court ruled 

that you do not have a natural, god-given right to 
vote. Rather, it is a political right bestowed by a 
political system, in our case a constitutional 
republic. Voting therefore can be regulated and 
designed in the best interests of a particular 
society. 

If upheld, the 
ruling would mean a 
state can more 
effectively prohibit 
voting by dead people, 
stop petition fraud, 
fraudulent voter 
registration, vote-
count alteration, vote-
buying, repeat voting, 
illegal assistance, voter 
impersonation, voting 
by ineligible individuals 
such as felons, non-citizens, those under a certain 
age and a myriad of other schemes. 

The best way to do that is to limit voting to a 
single day, in-person, with identification, at a 
designated polling place. Otherwise, you invite 
corruption and render the democratic process an 
unmanageable sham. It is the only way to block 
the favorite tool of vote thieves —  ballot 
harvesting.  

“The corruptive power of absentee ballots or 
mail-in ballots is magnified when activist groups 
or ‘ballot brokers’ collect and deliver large 
numbers of ballots at once,” writes Andrew Busch 
in his definitive article, “Are Fair Elections 
Possible?” in the Claremont Review of Books. 

“The standard name for this practice is ‘ballot 
harvesting,’ though today, activists consider 
“ballot harvesting” a term of opprobrium and 
prefer ‘ballot collection.’” 

Whatever you call it, this and early voting are 
changing the nature of campaigning, making it 
more expensive and thus more likely to benefit 
incumbents, who have budgets, staff and tactical 
advantages. 

Busch, reviewing recent research on election 
fraud, concludes that most large-scale vote fraud 
involved harvesting mail-in ballots. It is an ironic 
but related point that Mexican citizens voting in 
person at consulates here for candidates in the 
recent round of elections back there (38 

assassinations) had to 
present proof of 
residency in the form 
of a driver's license or 
ID card. 

Some years ago I 
helped a U.S. Senator 
survey election experts 
on methods of voter 
fraud in use 
throughout the world. 
I was amazed at the 
number and 

sophistication of such 
fraud, so much so that I asked one expert why it 
wasn't common in the United States (outside of 
Chicago, anyway). He answered that the American 
electorate was uncommonly honest. 

In hopes of cementing that reputation, the 
Indiana Policy Review will be urging our 
Legislature to return to single-day voting on 
Election Day. Also, we want to see: 1) expanded 
voting day hours (6 a.m. to 9 p.m.); 2) an increase 
in the number of polling sites; and 3) continued 
offers of absentee ballots but only to Hoosiers 
with legitimate reasons they cannot vote in person 
at the polls. 

Andrea Neal, writing in “Indiana Mandate: A 
Return to Founding Principles,” has this to add: 

The idea of month-long early-voting 
periods or mail-in ballots would defy 
the founders’ understanding of 
‘election day’ as a patriotic and 
social affair that brought citizens 
together for what Samuel Adams 
called ‘one of the most solemn 
trusts in human society.’



THE COVER

“The earliest elections occurred by voice vote or 
paper ballot, and — as today — fraud was a 
concern. Candidates greeted voters at the polls, 
often offering food and drink to opponents as 
well as supporters. Elections in the early 
republic sometimes lasted two or three days to 
accommodate those traveling long distances to 
the courthouse; however, the idea of month-long 
early-voting periods or mail-in ballots would 
defy the founders’ understanding of ‘election 
day’ as a patriotic and social affair that brought 
citizens together for what Samuel Adams called 
‘one of the most solemn trusts in human 
society.’”  

Neal reminds us that absentee and early voting 
are modern inventions, beginning during the Civil 
War so soldiers could participate in the 1864 
presidential election but it wasn’t until 1921 that a 
state — Louisiana — enacted the first absentee 
law. California was the first state to offer absentee 
voting for any reason in the 1970s, and Texas 
offered early in-person voting starting in the late 
1980s. 

This trend continued and accelerated during 
the Covid pandemic, Neal says. In 2016, two in 
five ballots cast for the general election were early, 
absentee or by mail. In 2020, 43 states allowed 
early voting with windows ranging from a few 

days to almost 50. In Indiana, early voting starts a 
full 28 days prior to the election. 

"Early voting sounds democratic," Neal 
says, "but creates an unacceptable risk of fraud 
and ballot damage, misplacement or accidental 
destruction. As observed by political commentator 
Deroy Murdock, “Even if nothing inappropriate 
happens, as ballots gather dust, they generate 
suspicions of monkey business, especially in skin-
tight races. Such doubts corrode confidence in 
institutions and officials.” 

Our state has the historic opportunity to create 
a model that restores that solemn trust mentioned 
by Samuel Adams while preserving the 
opportunity today for all eligible Indiana 
citizens to vote.  

Let’s take it. — tcl 
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How to Order  
‘Indiana Mandate’ 

You can now order "Indiana Mandate: A 
Return to Founding Principles" at 
the member price of $19.54 at 
Amazon.com/books. With both a 
presidential election and the 250th 
anniversary of the Declaration of 
Independence approaching, the Indiana 
Policy Review, through the lens of the 
Declaration, examines 75 of the most 
critical issues facing Indiana. 
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Revisiting 
‘The White 
Man’s Burden’ 
What if Kipling’s famous poem was 
not racist but something quite else, a 
call to be our brothers’ keeper? And 
what if the West, by taking up that 
call, that “burden,” by assuming 
responsibility for the 
underdeveloped world, including its 
emigrants, now is under social and 
economic strain? 
Richard McGowan, Ph.D., an 
adjunct scholar of the Indiana 
Policy Review Foundation, has 
taught philosophy and ethics 
cores for more than 40 years, 
most recently at Butler University. 

Now is a good time to 
recall the poem, “The 

White Man’s Burden,” the 
famous Kipling verse written 
shortly before the 1901 death of England’s Queen 
Victoria. She had ruled Great Britain since 1837 
and under her reign “the sun never set on the 
British Empire.”  

Indeed, by the end of her rule, having amassed 
country after country, peoples after peoples, Great 
Britain’s empire included approximately one-fifth 
of the earth’s surface. As well, approximately a 
quarter of the world’s population, around 450 
million people, owed fealty to Queen Victoria, 
perhaps the 19th century’s most historically 
important woman. She was the leader of England 
who led the empire-building, colonialism and 
imperialism of her country, much to the 
satisfaction and joy of her citizenry. 

In 1845, as an example of that approval,  
Canada declared May 24th, her birthday, Victoria 
Day. And Great Britain marked her reign’s 60th 
year on June 22, 1897, with the Diamond Jubilee 

The White Man’s Burden 
By Rudyard Kipling 

Take up the White Man's burden—  
    Send forth the best ye breed—  
Go bind your sons to exile 
  To serve your captives' need; 

To wait in heavy harness 
 On fluttered folk and wild— 
Your new-caught sullen peoples, 
  Half devil and half child.  
Take up the White Man's burden—  
    In patience to abide 
To veil the threat of terror 
    And check the show of pride; 
By open speech and simple, 
    An hundred times made plain, 
To seek another's profit, 
    And work another's gain.  
Take up the White Man's burden— 
    The savage wars of peace— 
Fill full the mouth of famine 
    And bid the sickness cease;  
And when your goal is nearest 
    The end for others sought, 
Watch Sloth and heathen Folly 
    Bring all your hopes to nought. 
Take up the White Man's burden— 
    No tawdry rule of kings,  
But toil of serf and sweeper—  
    The tale of common things.  
The ports ye shall not enter,  
    The roads ye shall not tread,  
Go make them with your living,  
    And mark them with your dead!  
Take up the White Man's burden— 
    And reap his old reward,  
The blame of those ye better,  
    The hate of those ye guard—  
The cry of hosts ye humour  
    (Ah slowly!) toward the light—  
"Why brought ye us from bondage,  
    "Our loved Egyptian night?"  
Take up the White Man's burden— 
    Ye dare not stoop to less—  
Nor call too loud on Freedom  
    To cloak your weariness;  
By all ye cry or whisper,  
    By all ye leave or do,  
The silent sullen peoples  
    Shall weigh your Gods and you.  
Take up the White Man's burden— 
    Have done with childish days—  
The lightly proffered laurel,  
    The easy, ungrudged praise.  
Comes now, to search your manhood  
    Through all the thankless years,  
Cold-edged with dear-bought wisdom,  
    The judgement of your peers. 
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of Queen Victoria. British statesman and 
politician Joseph Chamberlain proposed a 
Festival of British Empire as a celebration of the 
monarch. Britain, Ireland and India declared the 
day a holiday. Such was the greatness of Queen 
Victoria, a white European female, that honors 
associated with empire-building came her way. 

And it was in this period that “The White 
Man’s Burden” was published. Written by 
Rudyard Kipling (whose first name derives from 
Rudyard Lake, where his mother and father 
courted each other), the poem provided counsel 
and support for the United States’ taking the 
Philippines. He urged that 
the U.S. “Take up the 
White Man’s burden” 
and “send the best ye 
breed,” even if it “sent 
your sons to exile.” Their 
purpose was “to serve 
your captives’ needs.” 

The captives were 
“half-devil and half-
child,” “heathens,” 
“whose sloth and folly” 
would mean little success. 
Further, taking up the White Man’s burden would 
be thankless, reaping “the blame of those ye 
better, the hate of those ye guard.” Kipling called 
“those ye guard” “silent, sullen peoples.” Those 
who assume the responsibility to “protect” and 
“enlighten” the native population will face 
challenges, for “Comes now, to search your 
manhood” and endure. Only or largely, men, not 
women, were to take the burden, perhaps dying in 
the process while serving the Queen who oversaw 
the empire. 

The poem’s directives, to help the native 
population regardless of the population’s wishes, 
aligned nicely with Queen Victoria’s reign of 
colonization and imperialism. 

Although in Kipling’s day, the directives were 
largely well received in England and elsewhere, 
they were roundly booed and hissed in other 
places.  

Mark Twain wrote “To the Person Sitting in 
Darkness” (1901) as a response to Kipling’s poem.  

“The Poor Man’s Burden” (1899) by Howard S. 
Taylor pointed out the negative effects of 
colonization while other critics centered on the 
ethical degeneration that was bound to occur with 
imperialism. The atrocities in the Belgian Congo 
provides support for the latter perspective.  

Kipling’s poem, an unabashed endorsement of 
colonization “to serve your captives’ needs,” may 
seem an antiquated view, condescending and 
paternalistic by modern standards. However, the 
poem, even in its title, has considerable value, 

conceptually and 
scientifically, i.e., 
factually.  

Indeed, what if 
Kipling’s famous 
poem was not racist 
but something quite 
else, a call to be our 
brothers’ keeper? 
And what if the 
West, by taking up 
that call, that 

“burden,” by assuming responsibility for the 
underdeveloped world, including its emigrants, 
now is under social and economic strain?  

For instance, white men today can be said to be 
burdened by being the “wrong” sex, the “wrong” 
race and even of the “wrong” national origin. 
Forty years of affirmative action have taught men, 
young and old, that women are the preferred sex 
and that the sins of the father shall be visited 
upon their children, an obsolete and abhorrent 
tradition even in the Middle Ages.  

This author’s experience may be instructive. 
Having read a job description for a position 
teaching philosophy, he applied. The school, in 
Wilkes-Barre, PA, wanted someone with a Ph.D., 
publications and evidence of classroom 
excellence. He had a Ph.D., publications, and was 
a good teacher. The chair of the 40-person 
philosophy department at Marquette University 
said he was among the top five teachers. The 
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college in Wilkes-Barre, however, informed him 
that the position was filled by a woman who had 
not yet earned a Ph.D., had not taught full-time 
and had publications only forthcoming. 

Another school, in Minnesota, listed the 
credentials it wanted: good teaching, publications 
and a Ph.D. in the history of philosophy, 
especially medieval philosophy, my specialty. I 
note with pride that at the time I was the 
authority on certain aspects of St. Augustine’s  
teachings (sexual distinctions) and published in 
international journals. 

 Alas, the school 
informed me for three 
straight years that no 
suitable candidate was 
found. 

This experience was 
not unique. My male 
colleagues had the 
apparent same 
misfortune of being male. 

We were also, apparently, the wrong race, 
watching non-whites with no doctorate or 
publications filling positions that advertised for 
people with our qualifications. For a business 
example, I could cite a relative, a white male in an 
executive position, who was passed over for a 
promotion. It was filled by a less experienced and 
less savvy non-white. Anecdotes of this sort 
abound. 

In short, affirmative action is a policy that 
placed a burden on white men, as though an 
individual’s race conferred value to or on the 
individual. Affirmative action burdened some and 
benefitted others by race and sex. In the context of 
Kipling’s poem, it is a modern version of a white 
man’s burden. 

Nonetheless, a common phrase I often heard 
around campus was “white privilege.” I once 
taught a class with a colleague sitting in. We 
discussed affirmative action and one of my 
students, a white male, argued against it. The 
visitor snapped at him. “You’re white. You have 
benefits, you have white privilege.” The visitor had 

no knowledge of the student or his background, 
no empirical evidence to heap calumny on the 
young man.  

For the record: My seven brothers and sisters 
grew up poor. We ate a lot of fish, but my brother 
and I had to catch the fish so we could eat a meal 
with protein. My brothers and sisters also ate — 
I’m guessing here — grade C ground beef. We 
could chew on it forever and it was like a rubber 
band was in our mouth. We called it “trampoline 
meat.” For the record: Our Mom was born in 
Germany as were three of our four grandparents. 

Like many individuals 
who had immigrated, 
we neither burdened 
non-whites nor 
benefitted from racism.  
As this article was 
being written, Jason 
Riley commented on 
“white privilege” in the 

June 12 Wall Street Journal in regard to Caitlin 
Clark’s entry into the Women’s National 
Basketball League. He wrote: “Sunny Hostin, a co-
host on ‘The View,’ attributed Ms. Clark’s fame to 
‘white privilege.’ Another television journalist 
said, ‘We would all be very naïve if we didn’t say 
race and her sexuality played a role in her 
popularity.’”  

These comments were made of the highest 
scoring player in the history of NCAA college 
basketball. And for the record, her dad worked in 
sales and her mom worked in marketing, hardly 
the kind of jobs that produce privilege in Des 
Moines, Iowa. 

Sometimes, my experience, while not unique, 
was certainly atypical. My Dad worked for a 
Catholic relief institution on the north shore of 
Long Island. My godfather, Brother Joseph, at the 
time referred to as a “negro,” worked to make my 
first friends — black, white, Hispanic and so on — 
more comfortable in and ready for the world. 
However different we were, we had one thing in 
common: We all were poor. So much for white 
privilege. 
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Affirmative action is a policy that 
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though an individual’s race 
conferred value to or on the 
individual.
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And if “white privilege” can be used to lump all 
white people together as though their different 
backgrounds, experiences and situations do not 
matter, what sense can the word “diversity” 
make? And what kind of white “privilege” do kids 
have who must eat “trampoline meat”? Or live in 
the poor dwellings of 
Appalachia? Or the 
slums of any large 
American city? The 
white man, regardless 
of circumstance, has 
assumed the burden of 
affirmative action. 

The white man has 
taken on other 
burdens, too, and in 
ways Kipling would recognize. While men did the 
fighting in England’s colonial wars, they also did 
the bulk of English army’s work in WWI and 
WWII. The same observation goes for America’s 
armed forces. A recent visit to Normandy involved 
small prayers for the 9,383 men and the four 
women who died during the assault on the 
German military fortifications, leaving their U.S. 
blood on the sands of Normandy. Another 1,557 
soldiers are listed as missing. 

This is not to denigrate women’s war effort in 
the WACS or at home. The country needed Rosie 
the Riveter in order for the American economy to 
keep running, especially for the sake of materiel. 
It is to point out that men did the fighting, they 
had the strength to handle military hardware and 
drive military vehicles. Handling tons of metal 
designed to aid the military is different than using 
a rivet gun. Power brakes, refined automatic 
transmissions and other hydraulic advances were 
in the future. In fact, the first mass-produced 
military vehicles for land transport arrived in 
1950, several years after WWII.  

According to the Department of Defense, in the 
last major military conflict, the Vietnam War, 
there were 58,220 American casualties. Among 
those deaths were seven Army nurses and one Air 
Force nurse. By race, 85.6  percent were white and 

12.4  percent were black. “Of the 7,877 officer 
casualties, 7,595 or 96.4 percent were white, 147 
or 1.8 percent were black; 24 or . 3 percent were 
Asian, 7 or .08 percent were American Indian and 
104 (1.3 percent) were unidentified by race.”  

Looking at the data, part of the white man’s 
burden is to defend our 
country. In WWII and 
Vietnam, the burden 
did not fall to women 
— and with good 
reason, as noted above. 
Today’s military 
equipment, like semi-
trucks and heavy 
construction machines, 

have design advances 
that ameliorate the differences in secondary sex 
characteristics between women and men. The 
secondary characteristics associated with men are 
not as needed to employ military machinery and 
armaments. 

However, it does not mean that women will 
make much use of this advanced military 
equipment. In fact, according to the Department 
of Defense (DOD), “Men (1,075,753) represent 
82.5 percent of the DOD active-duty force, while 
women (228,966) represent 17.5 percent of the 
DOD active-duty force.” The DOD provides a 
racial breakdown of military personnel, too: “Over 
two-thirds (68.8 percent) of active-duty members 
(897,340) self-identify as white, while 
approximately one-third (31.2 percent) of active-
duty members (407,380) self-identify with a racial 
minority group (i.e., black or African American, 
Asian, American Indian or Alaska Native, Native 
Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander, Multi-Racial 
or unknown.” It appears that our country relies on 
men, mostly white men, to assume the burden of 
its defense. Maybe that’s the modern white man’s 
burden, inasmuch as women could sign up if they 
chose. 

As the Navy SEALS put the matter: “Becoming 
a Navy SEAL is no easy feat, demanding the 
utmost physical and mental strength.” While no 
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women have passed the grueling tests to become a 
Navy SEAL, the program welcomes women to try: 
“So yes, there may not be any confirmed female 
Navy SEALs yet, but the path has been paved for 
them to succeed.” It’s an invitation to join or, at 
least, try to. So, the 
movie “G.I. Jane” has 
a kernel of truth.  

Besides the 
military, where else 
have men — and 
white males at that — 
taken on the burden 
of helping others? 
According to the 
Bureau of Labor 
Statistics (BLS), for all 
protective service occupations, 76 percent of the 
jobs are men and 22 percent are black. Only 
crossing guards had a higher percentage of 
women, at 56 percent, than men. BLS data for 
firefighters show that 96 percent are men and 88 
percent are white. For police officers, data show 
that 85 percent are men, with 81 percent of the 
police officers being white. Again, men’s 
secondary sex characteristics make them more 
suited for those jobs than women.  

The Bureau of Justice Statistics reported that 
“in fiscal year 2021, 89 percent of decedents in 
arrest-related deaths were male, 73 percent were 
white and 65 percent were ages 25 to 44.” The FBI 
reported that, for the same year, “129 law 
enforcement officers were killed in line-of-duty 
incidents in 2021. Of these, 73 died as a result of 
felonious acts and 56 in accidents.” Police officers 
put their lives on the line when they do their jobs 
— and how have they been treated in the last few 
years? They managed to get “the blame of those ye 
better, the hate of those ye guard,” as Kipling 
might have put it. All the riots and anger about 
arrest-related deaths while facts go by the board. 
FBI data from 2019 show that 78 percent of white 
murder victims are murdered by other whites and 
17.5 percent are victims of a black offender. The 
data also show that 88.5 percent of black murder 

victims are killed by a black offender and 8.5 
percent of black victims are killed by a white 
offender. “The savage wars of peace,” especially in 
the streets, will be quelled by the 81 percent white 
police force. 

I know only too well that 
female police officers 
take on the hazards of 
fighting crime and I 
know only too well that 
they die in the line of 
duty. I know that women 
are victims of violent 
crime. However, the bulk 
of law enforcement is 
decidedly a white man’s 

burden. 
I could note that while men are protecting the 

streets, they also are committing the most violent 
acts compared with women. As well, violent crime 
afflicts men more than women.  

Ignoring the data, in 1993 the Violence Against 
Women Act, spearheaded by Joe Biden, was 
passed by Congress. At the time, men were 
approximately one-and-a-half times more likely to 
be the victim of a violent crime. Maybe the white 
man’s burden is to have data ignored when men 
are the most put upon. 

The data show that protective services 
occupations are male-dominated, but protective 
services occupations are hazardous. A case could 
be made that sexism is at work in those jobs. 
Against that charge, though, a person could point 
out that men’s secondary sex characteristics make 
it likely that hazardous work falls to men. Small 
wonder then that over 90 percent of job-related 
fatalities are men. That’s a man’s burden, 
hazardous work, black or white — but houses have 
to be built, bridges have to be constructed, and oil 
needs to come out of the ground. 

Women can do all those activities but on 
average, they don’t. 

Furthermore, since hazardous jobs often 
require physical activity, those jobs align well with 
the activity level of men. Research shows that 
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boys are more physically active than girls and men 
are more physically active than women. That is 
not to say every boy is more active than all girls 
but that the average boy and average man are 
more physically active 
than the average girl 
and average woman. 
It would seem, then, 
that jobs that involve 
physical activity 
would be more 
attractive to men than 
women. Boys and 
men express 
themselves more 
through the activity of 
their bodies. 

On the other hand, 
studies show that girls are typically more literate 
than boys. They read better than boys and read 
more than boys. The literacy of girls and women 
enables them to choose from a wider range of 
activities to express themselves and contribute to 
the good of society. And, since literacy and 
cognitive development are related, it is no wonder 
that women constitute over 60 percent of 
America’s undergraduate population. Maybe 
that’s the burden for men, black and white, that 
they are not chosen by schools of higher 
education. 

The social commentator Heather MacDonald 
observed that, “The humanities and soft social 
sciences, the fields where you might even get extra 
credit for your intersectional activism, are 
majority female.” A comment on Reddit said, 
“Anyone who's been watching the protests against 
Israel over the last several months with any 
modest pattern-recognition ability has by now 
noticed that female participants largely 
outnumber the males.” And this despite the way 
Middle East cultures treat women as unequal. 
MacDonald believes that “the victim ideology that 
drives much of academia today, with its explicit 
enmity to objectivity and reason as white male 
constructs, has female character.”  

The height of favoritism occurred in the 1990s. 
Mary Daly refused to allow male students into her 
classes at Boston College, claiming that female 
students would defer to men. At least at that 

school, the 
administration gave 
her an ultimatum: 
allow men into class 
or be fired. The very 
public dispute meant 
male students were 
extremely hesitant to 
enroll in a class with 
such a biased teacher. 
Perhaps that is the 
academic example of 
a white man’s or black 

man’s burden. 
In my decades of teaching, many male students 

entered my office and privately expressed their 
aggravation for and denigration by the misandrist 
comments of their professors.  

And though women outnumber men on college 
and university campuses across America, schools 
of higher education are attentive to women in 
ways they are not attentive to men. Women’s 
centers abound. Women’s studies courses and 
programs abound. Men’s athletic teams are 
eliminated and women’s athletic teams are added. 
For example, when I taught at Butler University, 
the school had an undergraduate population over 
60 percent female, a huge disparity. The men’s 
lacrosse team was eliminated since the athletic 
program did not have an athletic representation 
commensurate with the student body’s sexual 
distribution. 

The observation about Butler’s history may 
suggest I am not in favor of women’s athletic 
activities. That would be a mistaken conclusion. 
An all-school request by undergraduate women 
interested in starting a lacrosse club went out on 
the e-mail. The club needed a faculty advisor for 
the club to be formally recognized and sanctioned. 
I waited a few days, expecting some strong (and 
often loud) feminist to volunteer. None did. I 
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volunteered and saw the club through its 
formative years, giving up that role when another 
professor, another man and one who had coached 
lacrosse, took over. I am pleased to report that 
from its humble beginnings, the women’s lacrosse 
club morphed into the latest varsity sport to be 
added to Butler’s athletic program, competing 
with other women’s lacrosse teams in the Big East 
Conference. 

That no female 
professor volunteered 
to help the women’s 
lacrosse club get off the 
ground is not 
surprising. The 
National Park and 
Recreation Association 
(NRPA) reported that 
“In 2022, only 26 
percent of youth sports head coaches were 
women, up slightly from 24 percent in 2019, 
according to data from SFIA. [Sports and Fitness 
Association] This level of representation is far 
below what’s needed to accurately reflect and 
balance the percentage of girls who participate in 
youth sports.” The website Zippia reported that 
“the most common ethnicity of volunteer coaches 
is white (66.3 percent), followed by Hispanic or 
Latino (13.1 percent), black of African American 
(8.8 percent) and unknown (6.1 percent).” On the 
other hand, datausa.io reported that “In 2021, 
75.7 percent of the Coaches and scouts workforce 
were white, of which 48.6 percent were women 
and 51.4 percent men. Other races that 
concentrated a significant number of workers 
were “Black" (9.76 percent) and “Two or More 
Races" (6.64 percent).” 

The discrepancy between the NRPA, through 
SIFA, numbers and the datausa.io numbers 
suggest that women and men are roughly equally 
employed in the workforce. Given the data, a 
person might ask why volunteering for youth 
sports is overwhelmingly in the hands of white 
males. Is that the white man’s burden, to help 
girls and boys grow kinesthetically and 

understand what their bodies are capable of 
doing? After 40-plus years of affirmative action 
with its concomitant growth of women’s athletic 
programs, are women refusing the burden to 
coach?  

I grew up in an era when there were no pro 
soccer teams and few soccer programs at any 
level. Yet, never having played a soccer game that 
had referees, I volunteered to coach a soccer team 

because my youngest 
son wanted to play 
soccer. Mothers can do 
that, too, but 
apparently they are 
content to be ‘soccer 
moms’ and not assume 
the burden of 
coaching. 

The history of custody 
decisions in divorce proceedings shows bias in 
favor of mothers, as though fathers are either 
incapable of or indifferent to childcare. However, 
my experience as a father who dropped out to 
raise our children suggests fathers are neither 
wanted nor needed. I was at a Parent-Teacher 
Organization meeting with the Washington 
Township School Superintendent. I was invited 
because I was the vice president for the 
elementary school’s PTO. The superintendent 
said, “I want to thank all you mothers who got our 
candidates elected to the school board.” 

The height of this line of thought can be found 
in Sara Ruddick’s “Maternal Thinking.” (1989) 
She said that “people who take care of their 
children on a daily basis are mothers no matter 
what their sex.” Maybe that’s the white man’s and 
black man’s burden, to be separated from their 
children. 

At least that situation is changing to include 
fathers when matters pertaining to parenting are 
discussed, not that the pictures and articles in 
parents’ magazines show much improvement or 
the media taking fathers into account shows much 
improvement. Fathers apparently can be ignored, 
a burdensome way of living. 
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The media could do a better job of accounting 
for disparities and differential treatment when 
men are the burdened or downtrodden. I cannot 
remember reading in a newspaper about the 
disparity in the homeless. More homeless men 
live unsheltered than the total of homeless 
women, sheltered and unsheltered combined. The 
media do not report 
data if it does not 
conform to the view 
that women are 
victims and burdened. 
Has any publication 
noted that mothers 
acting alone are 
responsible for more 
child abuse fatalities 
than men? If that kind 
of fact goes 
unreported, policy will 
continue to burden 
men with opprobrium 
and suspicion. 

Maybe that’s the man’s burden, white and 
black.  

It certainly seems to be that way. The author 
Steve Sailer observed that “in the frenzied 
summer of 2020 during the Mostly Peaceful 
Protests, virtually all major outlets followed the 
Associated Press in suddenly switching the word 
‘black’ to uppercase to show their reverence. The 
Washington Post was the rare institution to also 
capitalize ‘white.’” Sailor remarked that news 
outlets showed “which race deserved to be 
capitalized (Blacks) and which deserved to be 
belittled (whites). 

The notion that white males are the group 
responsible for slavery is simply historically 
mistaken. As I have noted before on these pages, 
slavery existed everywhere in the world, including 
Africa, where blacks sold blacks to middle eastern 
buyers, to whites, to anyone who would pay for 
the slaves. Nonetheless, a movement for 
reparations for blacks is underway. If the 

movement is successful, reparations will be the 
white man’s and white woman’s burden. 

I’d like to think the situation is beginning to 
change, that there can be less enmity between 
people. For instance, my 9-year-old 
granddaughter has now had two female coaches, 
her mother and someone she did not know. In all 

my years of post-
secondary education, I 
had four female 
professors — and one 
was a Fulbright 
exchange professor 
from Sweden. No 
student in my 
sophomore-level 
classes had fewer than 
four female 
professors. The gap I 
experienced is closing. 
It would be useful to 

have the latest data but the gap between men and 
women as volunteer coaches for youth sports will 
likely persist for several more years. I’d like to 
think that the huge disparity between women and 
men on college campuses will diminish, but, like 
scholarship, change comes slow.  

But change can come: Kipling’s ‘The White 
Man’s Burden” is being re-evaluated. 

The late Lord Peter Bauer presented reasoning 
that supports the notion that colonialism had 
several benefits for those colonized. And one 
scholar said of Niall Ferguson’s work, “Empire: 
The Rise and Demise of the British World Order 
and the Lessons for Global Power,” acknowledges 
the destructive aspects of colonialism, but insists 
that it grew increasingly humane, that it promoted 
democracy, and that ultimately “more good than 
evil came from it.” 

In a 2013 journal article, Dongwoo Yoo wrote 
that, “Comparative studies have suggested that 
the British colonization is more beneficial than 
those of France and other colonizers. It is argued 
that the British cultures and institutions 
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contributed to stable politics and robust economic 
development of its colonies.”  

Ian Vasquez’s journal article (2007), “Peter 
Bauer: Blazing the Trail of Development,” says 
this: “Now, as in the past, the most advanced of 
the underdeveloped regions and sectors are those 
in contact with developed countries. Among the 
leading development economists, his [Peter 
Bauer’s] exposition of the effects of trade on poor 
countries was by far the most conceptually 
sound.” Vasquez argues that Bauer was both 
groundbreaking and correct about colonial rule, 
that the colonized countries are, today, better off 
than the those untouched by colonization. 

In 2019, National Geographic chimed in as 
well: “Some former colonies, like Ghana, 
experienced a rise in nutrition and health with 
colonial rule, and colonial European settlement 
has been linked to some development gains. 
However, coercion and forced assimilation often 
accompanied those gains, and scholars still debate 
colonialism's many legacies.”  

Hence, Kipling’s “The White Man’s Burden” 
may not have deserved the sharp attacks the poem 
received. Further, maybe the finger-pointing 
should be elsewhere and in greater measure. The 
British Museum of Colonial History had this to 
say of Queen Victoria: “Victoria was well informed 
of colonial policy; whilst she was a self-declared 
anti-racist and humanitarian, she was an advocate 
for benevolent imperialism everywhere. She 
justified the Empire on the basis that the British 
were kind rulers, especially compared with other 
Europeans.” 

Maybe blaming men and only men, and 
especially only white men, for all of civilization’s 
ills is misplaced.   

Resources and Links 

The Poem 
https://www.litcharts.com/poetry/rudyard-

kipling/the-white-man-s-burden  
https://www.cliffsnotes.com/study-notes/

3785622  

https://poemanalysis.com/rudyard-kipling/
the-white-mans-burden/  

	  
The Military 	  

https://fr.usembassy.gov/policy-history/u-s-
france-relations/american-cemeteries-in-france-
abmc/#:~:text=Normandy percent20American 
percent20Cemetery&text=The percent20site 
percent20covers percent20172.5 
percent20acres,the percent20landings 
percent20and percent20ensuing 
percent20operations. https://
www.militarytrader.com/mv-101/hmv-
transmission-basics#:~:text=The percent20first 
percent20mass percent2Dproduced 
percent20standardized,probably percent20the 
percent20most percent20common 
percent20example.  

https://www.google.com/search?
q=percent+of+whites+who+died+in+vietnam&ie
=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8&hl=en-us&client=safari  

https://www.americanwarlibrary.com/
vietnam/vwc10.htm  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Ethnic_minorities_in_the_U.S._Armed_Forces_
during_World_War_II  

Department of Defense 2022 Demographic 
Profile - USNI News 

https://news.usni.org/2023/11/29/
department-of-defense-2022-demographic-
profile#:~:text=Demographic 
percent20Highlights.&text=Men percent20(1 
percent2C075 percent2C753) percent20represent 
percent2082.5 percent20percent,duty 
percent20force percent20is percent2028.5 
percent20years.  

https://usmilitary.com/are-there-any-women-
navy-seals/#:~:text=No percent20women 
percent20have percent20graduated 
percent20from,to percent20become percent20a 
percent20Navy percent20SEAL.  

https://www.britannica.com/topic/SEAL-
Team-6 
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The Police 
https://datausa.io/profile/soc/police-

officers#:~:text=In percent202021 percent2C 
percent2073.4 percent25 percent20of 
percent20the,or percent20More percent20Races 
percent20(6.19 percent25).  

https://bjs.ojp.gov/document/fleo20st.pdf  
https://bjs.ojp.gov/document/fleo20st.pdf  
https://www.statista.com/statistics/1357576/

police-officers-ethnicity-us/  
https://www.bls.gov/opub/ted/2021/men-

accounted-for-about-75-percent-of-workers-in-
protective-service-occupations-in-2020.htm  

https://bjs.ojp.gov/violent-victimization-race-
or-hispanic-origin-2008-2021 https://datausa.io/
profile/soc/police-officers#:~:text=In 
percent202021 percent2C percent2073.4 
percent25 percent20of percent20the,or 
percent20More percent20Races percent20(6.19 
percent25).  
Colonialism 

https://www.freedompartyuk.net/public/
articles/bauer.html  

https://ciaotest.cc.columbia.edu/olj/cato/
v22n2/cato_v22n2doj01.pdf  

https://muse.jhu.edu/article/209518/pdf  
https://catalog.ihsn.org/citations/

54700#:~:text=Comparative percent20studies 
percent20have percent20suggested 
percent20that,economic percent20development 
percent20of percent20its percent20colonies.  

Peter Bauer Blazing the Trail of 
Development[12450].pdf 

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/culture/
article/colonialism#:~:text=Some 
percent20former percent20colonies percent2C 
percent20like percent20Ghana,still 
percent20debate percent20colonialism's 
percent20many percent20legacies.  

Labor/Work	  
https://www.bls.gov/opub/reports/race-and-

ethnicity/2018/home.htm  

https://www.bls.gov/opub/ted/2021/men-
accounted-for-about-75-percent-of-workers-in-
protective-service-occupations-in-2020.htm  

Sports 
 https://journals.humankinetics.com/view/

journals/wspaj/31/2/article-p63.xml  
https://www.nrpa.org/blog/lead-her-forward-

creating-a-culture-of-women-coaches/
#:~:text=In percent202022 percent2C 
percent20only percent2026 
percent20percent,who percent20participate 
percent20in percent20youth percent20sports.  

https://datausa.io/profile/soc/coaches-and-
scouts#:~:text=In percent202021 percent2C 
percent2075.7 percent25 percent20of 
percent20the,or percent20More percent20Races 
percent20(6.64 percent25).  

Journalism 
The Hate That Dare Not Speak Its Name - 

Chronicles (chroniclesmagazine.org)  
Men Begin the Masculine Pushback - The 

American Spectator | USA News and Politics 
Is anti-white prejudice fuelling anti-Zionist 

protests_ - UnHerd[12315].pdf  
Donald Trump bemoans 'anti-white feeling in 

the country' (nypost.com) 
Gen Z’s Gender Stalemate | City Journal (city-

journal.org) 
https://spectator.org/are-we-seeing-the-end-

of-cancel-culture/ 
How Anti-White Discrimination Became a 

Conservative Issue | The Epoch Times 
https://www.city-journal.org/article/

hysterics-for-hamas?
utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email 

Jason E. Riley, Wall Street Journal, June 12 
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Testing the 
IEDC Model 
Managing Chinese Investment 
through Public Private Partnership: 
A Cautionary Study in Indiana 
Dr. Craig Seidelson has spent over 
20 years in industry 16 of which 
were spent in China building and 
managing factories. As an 
Associate Professor of Operations 
and Supply Chain Management at 
the University of Indianapolis, he 
teaches logistics, quality, 
quantitative methods and 
operations at the undergraduate 
and postgraduate levels. He is a 
member of the board of directors 
of the America-China Society of Indiana and the author 
of “Operations Management in China.” 

Abstract 

This paper seeks to determine if a 
nonprofit, nonpartisan public private 

partnership (PPP) can effectively manage foreign 
direct investment (FDI). While there is no 
shortage of research about government 
outsourcing of services, far less is understood 
about nonprofit, nonpartisan management of FDI. 
Through case study analysis of the Indiana 
Economic Development Corporation (IEDC), 
researchers concluded that in a highly polarized 
political environment nonprofit, nonpartisan 
PPPs are ineffective at attracting and sustaining 
Chinese investment. A key weakness is 
nonpartisanship. To ensure foreign investment 
strategy is consistent with political reality, it is 
recommended that the IEDC board include 
bipartisan, state legislative committee members.  

Introduction 
Public private partnerships (PPPs) are 

collaborations between public and private entities 
in which the costs, risks and economic benefits of 
providing public goods and services are shared. 
The public sector is typically responsible for 

oversight and regulatory compliance while the 
private sector provides subject matter expertise 
and financing. Common PPP projects involve 
building roads, bridges, hospitals, schools, 
stadiums and utilities.  

A state’s Commerce Department is typically 
responsible for foreign direct investment (FDI). 
Need for efficient management of FDI makes 
sense considering the staggering amount of 
money involved. Total U.S. inbound FDI was 
$4.98 trillion in 2021. The following year total 
inbound FDI was nearly 20 percent higher than 
the average annual amount for the five prior years 
(Statistica 2022). Trillions of dollars in FDI with 
double digit growth is a bit misleading. FDI 
includes a lot more than just business investment. 
It includes all overseas portfolio investments in 
stocks and bonds. Focusing solely on foreign 
direct investment to acquire, establish, or expand 
U.S. business, inbound U.S. FDI was $333.6 
billion in 2021 (PwC. 2021) 15 percent above the 
annual average from 2014–2020 (U.S. Bureau of 
Economic Analysis 2021).  

In Indiana, FDI is managed under PPP 
agreement with the non-profit, non-partisan, 
membership-based, Indiana Economic 
Development Corporation (IEDC). Founded in 
2005, the IEDC is led by the state’s Secretary of 
Commerce. It’s 15-member board is chaired by the 
governor and populated with corporate VPs and 
CEOs from across the state. Roughly 400 full-time 
IEDC staff support some 4,500 members 
representing private companies, trade 
associations, local chambers of commerce, 
financial institutions, research centers, 
universities and individuals.  

A key mechanism by which the IEDC attracts 
foreign investment is through real estate and 
personal property tax abatements, training grants 
and loans. Table 1 shows from 2017 to 2021 the 
IEDC offered $200.9M in conditional tax credits 
and $25.3M in training grants to 214 foreign 
companies in exchange for promises of $13.59B in 
investment and adding 28,464 local jobs (Table 1 
is adapted from IEDC 2017 -2021). 
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Attracting billions of dollars 
in international investment 
doesn’t come without 
significant cost. In 2022, 
Indiana provided the IEDC 
$1.3 billion or roughly 3 
percent of the state’s total 
budget (Wells 2023). IEDC 
funding would appear to be 
money well spent considering 
promised average annual FDI 
coming into the state from 
2017 – 2021 exceeded the 
IEDC’s 2022 operating budget 
by two times.  

Indiana’s IEDC is examined 
as a case study in nonprofit, 
nonpartisan-PPP management 
of inbound FDI. Researchers focused on Chinese 
investment for two reasons. On the one hand, as 
the world’s second largest economy, China invests 
massive amounts of money overseas. For 
example, of total U.S. inbound FDI in 2021, 
Chinese investors accounted for $28 billion 
(Statista 2023). Amid expanding business 
interests in Asia and global Belt-and-Road 
projects, China’s non-financial outward direct 
investment reached $80.11 billion in the first eight 
months of 2023 representing a 19 percent year-
over-year increase (China Briefing 2023). Interest 
in capturing Chinese foreign investment is 
sufficiently high at the IEDC that the organization 
staffs a dedicated office in Beijing which, as of Q1 
2024, was in discussions with at least 11 Chinese 
companies. On the other hand, Chinese 
investment provides a convenient acid test for the 
nonprofit, nonpartisan-PPP management model. 
U.S. China relations are at the lowest point in 
decades (Wang 2021). Ongoing disputes between 
the world’s two largest economies revolve around 
trade imbalance, dumping, protectionism, theft of 
intellectual property, currency manipulation, 
regulatory overreach, military use of commercial 
goods, violations of human rights, 
cyberespionage, data privacy and security 

concerns and lack of financial transparency. Amid 
such a polarized relationship, researchers sought 
to determine how successful the nonprofit, 
nonpartisan-PPP model is at attracting and 
sustaining FDI. 

Literature Review 
The World Bank Private Participation in 

Infrastructure (PPI) database reports 6,600 
projects in low- and middle-income countries 
from 1990-2019 accounting for over $1.5 trillion 
in investment (Fabre and Straub 2021). To put 
these figures in perspective, the Council of State 
Governments reported an 60 percent increase in 
PPPs, at the national, state and local levels, from 
1993-1997 (School of Public and Environmental 
Affairs at Indiana University 2014).  

Academic interest in PPPs has parallel their 
increased use. Commonly examined PPP services 
pertain to procurement (Dykes and Uzuegbunam 
2022), building and operation of public 
infrastructure (Zheng and others 2008). Benefits 
uncovered include improvements and innovations 
in processes and procedures as well as reduced 
costs and risks (Andersson et. al 2019). There is 
no shortage of academic literature examining how 
nonprofit organizations (NPOs) and governments 
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Projects
$B Promised 
Investment

Promised 
New Jobs

$M 
Conditiona
l Tax 
Credits

$M 
Training 
Grants

2017 46 1.9           
6,302 

31.4 4.6

2018 47 3.2           
6,521 

44.5 5.8

2019 38 3.14           
6,022 

62.4 6.9

2020 36 1.85           
5,228 

35.2 4.4

2021 47 3.5           
4,391 

27.4 3.6

Total 214 13.59
        

28,464 200.9 25.3

Table 1 IEDC Reported FDI 2017 -2021
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exchange resources (Bryson and 
others 2006) and share information 
(Gazley 2008) to improve 
environmental sustainability (Meyer 
1997), urban regeneration 
(Brinkerhoff and Brinkerhoff. 2002) 
and educational innovation (Coupet 
and others 2020). Considering the $7 
trillion held by state sovereign wealth 
funds (Martínek 2021), academic 
interest in PPP money management 
is particularly strong in the areas of 
transparency (Truman 2007), 
investment strategies (Gilson and 
Milhaupt 2009), governance (Aggarwal and 
Goodell 2018), impact on financial markets (Beck 
and Fidora 2008), the impact on specific 
industries (Martínek 2017) and foreign 
investment (Aizenman and Glick 2009).  

Clearly there is no shortage of research about 
PPPs when the private partner is a nonprofit. 
Governments outsourcing of financial 
management and foreign investment to private 
organizations has also been heavily researched. 
Where the body of knowledge is far less developed 
is where these factors overlap. The effectiveness of 
government outsourcing of inbound FDI to 
nonprofit, nonpartisan organizations has not been 
quantified. This research seeks to close this gap 
examining IEDC management of Chinese 
investment into Indiana. Prior researchers found 
that PPP performance is impacted by political 
networks (Nederhand 2020). Moreover, when 
PPP benefits have fallen short, researchers have 
blamed difference in political expectations 
(Aizenman and Glick 2009). Chinese investment 

into Indiana, therefore, provided a robust test for 
assessing success or failure of the nonprofit, 
nonpartisan FDI PPP model. 

Methodology 
Chinese business investment data was drawn 

from IEDC reports, government databases, town 
council meeting minutes, company press releases, 
news stories, institute papers, research center 
publications and personal interviews. Calculating 
investment across so many sources required 
overcoming several hurdles the largest of which 
was reconciling data. For example, the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) describes FDI 
as the inflow of funds to acquire at least 10 
percent interest in a foreign enterprise. The 
Indiana Business Research Center (IBRC), upon 
which a good deal of IEDC data is derived, applies 
a much broader definition. The IBRC not only 
includes greenfield and expansion projects by 
foreign-owned companies in the state as FDI it 
also includes out-of-state domestic investors since 
“out-of-state investment accounts for 70 percent 
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of total “foreign” investment made 
in Indiana” (Anderson 2020).  

A further data complication 
was separating out promised 
investment from actual spending. 
Researchers found Chinese 
investment projects in Indiana 
were typically structured to occur 
over 3-7 years. Announcements 
about signed memorandums of 
understanding (MoU’s) and letter 
of intent tended to relay the most 
optimistic spend over the fastest 
possible timeframe. Even though 
grants, real estate write-offs and 
personal property tax abatements 
were contractually tied to 
performance, follow up stories 
about actual spend falling short of 
promises were few and far 
between. Outside of the media 
spotlight local officials, out of fear of losing future 
investments, typically approve incentives even if 
only 80 percent of what is promised ever 
materializes. The final data integrity hurdle 
researchers faced was validating Chinese invested 
businesses were still Chinese owned and ongoing 
operations. The IEDC has not published updated 
Chinese inbound investment information since 
2019.  

Conclusions 

Of the 21 Chinese invested companies 
identified by the IEDC in its most recent 2019 
report (Indiana Economic Development 
Corporation 2019), researchers determined as of 
2023 nine (43 percent) no longer qualified. 
Battery supplier Altaire Nanotechnologies 
relocated operations from Anderson to China in 
2013. After six years in business, Sunjoy, a 
Chinese manufacturer of gasoline and diesel 
generators, closed its Columbus operations in 
2016. After only three years in business, Hidea 
Outboard Motors USA closed its one-and-only 
Brownsburg warehouse in 2020. Chinese-owned, 

electric car builder Seres never actually made any 
cars inside the 675,000-square-foot former GM 
assembly plant it spent $20 million upgrading in 
Mishawaka, Indiana in 2019 (Semmler 2021). By 
2021, Seres had sold the plant to a U.S. electric car 
builder. In 2019, the Indiana Wheel Corporation, 
a JV led by China-based Jingu Company Limited 
(Jingu), renovated a 300,000-square-foot vacant 
facility in Plymouth. (Max 98.3. 2019). Two years 
later, Jingu sold its share in the JV to a U.S. 
company. Three Chinese invested companies 
listed in the IEDC report (Dongfeng Motor Import 
Export Corp., LHP Technologies and Techtop 
LHP Inc) were really two ventures. Dongfeng 
Motor Import Export Corp. and LHP 
Technologies lease a 65,000-square-foot engine 
parts warehouse in Columbus as a JV with 
Chinese investor Yinlun Machinery under the 
name Yinchang. Techtop LHP Inc. is a JV between 
LHP Technologies Inc. and Chinese-owned 
electric motor maker Shanghai Top Motor Co., 
Ltd. The JV was rebranded as LHP Engineering 
Solutions (LHPES) in 2019. Two IEDC listed 
companies (Pan and Zeng Technologies and 
Goodtime Technology Development Ltd.) were 
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Table 3 Chinese FDI in Indiana by Sector
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not considered in this study as both importers 
appeared to be operating out of residential 
addresses. These adjustments, however, pale in 
comparison to removing Ingram Micro from the 
IEDC list of Chinese invested businesses.  

Founded in 1979 in Southern California, 
Ingram Micro, by 2001, leased one 312,000 sq. ft. 
IT Asset Disposition (ITAD) Processing Center 
facility in Plainfield and two other 300,000 sq. ft. 
facilities in Indianapolis. The U.S. Tech Services 
company was acquired for $6 billion by Tianjin 
Tianhai Investment (a subsidiary of China’s state 
owned HNA Group) in 2016 (Ingram Micro. 
2016). By 2021, researchers estimated Chinese 
owned Ingram Micro was generating $2.5 billion 
in sales out of its eight IT storage, distribution, 
repair, remarketing and recycling operations in 
Indiana. Researchers, likewise, estimated Chinese 
owners had invested some $75 million dollars in 
their Indiana operations encompassing some 
3,200,000 square feet of leased floorspace and 
employing upwards of 1,700 associates. In 2021, 
U.S. private equity firm Platinum Equity acquired 
Ingram Micro Inc. for $7.2 billion as part of HNA 
Group bankruptcy restructuring (Ingram Micro 
2021).  

Using publicly disclosed information about 
projects that took (or are taking) place as well as 
acquisition expenditures by Chinese companies 
for Indiana headquartered companies, 
researchers determined from 2003 - 2020 
Indiana received approximately $635 million in 
Chinese business investment (Figure 1).  

To put $635 million in perspective, a report 
commissioned by the National Committee on 
U.S.-China Relations determined since 2000 the 
top states for Chinese investments were 
California, Texas and North Carolina (each over 
$5 billion), Illinois ($4 billion) and New York 
($3.8 billion) (CNBC 2015). Of these states, only 
North Carolina uses a public-private partnership, 

The Economic Development Partnership of North 
Carolina (EDPNC), to oversee FDI.  

Focusing only on Chinese investment in 
ongoing business activities (excluding acquisition 
costs), Table 2 illustrates the profound impact the 
sale of Ingram Micro has had on Chinese 
investment in Indiana.  

As of 2022, with the sale of Ingram Micro, 
there are 12 Chinese invested businesses in the 
state. Collectively they account for approximately 
$719 million in annual sales. They have spent 
roughly $256 million setting up their Indiana 
operations. And they cover an estimated 
1,735,000 square feet of space employing some 
956 people.  1

Most of the Chinese companies the IEDC has 
attracted to in Indiana (e.g., three out of four) are 
in the manufacturing, tech services and 
distribution segments (Figure 2). 

The sector focus on Chinese investment does 
not extend to products and services offered in 
these market segments. Products vary from 
automotive shock absorbers (BWI Indiana Inc.), 
diagnostic tests for chronic diseases (Polymer 
Technology Systems), industrial conveyor belts 
(Yongli), commercial trailers (Vanguard National 
Trailer Corp.) and aluminum extrusions (Nanshan 
America Advanced Aluminum Technologies, 
LLC). Chinese owned Tech Services companies in 
the state, likewise, vary from offering cloud 
computing and classroom software management 
(Stoneware, Inc.) to cybersecurity testing for 
electric, hybrid and autonomous vehicles (LHP 
Engineering Solutions). Chinese owned 
distribution companies vary from warehousing 
imported engine components (Yinchang) to a 
tech-focused e-retail marketplace offering 3PL 
logistics (Newegg Inc.).  

Of the IEDC focused business sectors for 
Chinese investment, manufacturing leads the way. 
Nearly half of all Chinese invested companies 

 Fast-fashion online retailer Shein, which leased a distribution center in Whitestown since 2022, is 1

not considered Chinese owned as the Nanjing China founded company moved its headquarters to 
Singapore in 2021. 
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presently operating in Indiana are in 
manufacturing. Per Table 3 they account for 
slightly over 90 percent of all investment. The 
manufacturing sector is also where 60 percent of 
sales take place, 54 percent of people are 
employed and 67 percent of floor space is located. 

While the economic impact of Chinese 
investment in the state is highly focused in 
manufacturing, the same cannot be said for those 
doing the investing. Fifteen different Chinese 
companies are invested in the state’s Chinese 
owned businesses. The IEDC does not appear to 
favor any one type of investor. Chinese investors 
are split equally among state run companies (5), 
Chinese stock exchange 
listed companies (5) and 
private companies (5). 
Likewise, per Table 4, 
the IEDC does not 
appear to be focusing 
on any one economic 
corridor in Indiana or 
China. Chinese 
businesses investing in 
Indiana are 
headquartered in ten 
different Chinese cities 
spanning the country 
from Beijing in the 
north to Shenzhen in 
the south to Changsha 
in the west. These companies have invested in 11 
different Indiana cities. The IEDC does, however, 
seem to be focused on enticing larger Chinese 
companies to invest in smaller Indiana firms. As 
of 2021, median annual sales of Chinese 
companies investing in Indiana was $3.5 billion. 
Median annual sales of Indiana companies that 
they invested in was estimated to be a mere $46 
million. As the size difference suggests, Chinese 
subsidiaries in Indiana outnumber joint ventures 
2:1. The only merger among Chinese owned 
companies in Indiana involved Newegg, Inc. For 
example, in 2015, 55.7 percent of the California-
based company (which leases a 412,000 square-

foot distribution center in Indianapolis) was 
acquired by a private Chinese consumer 
electronics company Liaison Interactive 
Information Technology Co., Ltd. (TechPowerUp. 
2016). In 2019, as part of a reverse merger, 
Newegg became majority owner (99 percent) of 
NASDQ listed Lianlou Smart Limited.  

Acquisition is by far the most common vehicle 
by which the IEDC has been able to attract 
Chinese investment into Indiana. Table 5, 
Sinocare, CIMC Vehicle Group and Lenova spent 
a combined $284.5 million buying businesses 
headquartered in the state. 

To put this amount in perspective it’s roughly 
equal to the $256 million 
Chinese investors still 
operating businesses in 

the state have spent 
setting up their 
operations. A 
preference for 
greenfield invested 
manufacturing sites 
explains the high cost 
of market entry for 
Chinese firms into 
the state’s 
manufacturing 
sector. For example, 
four out of the five 

Chinese invested 
manufacturing enterprises in operation purchased 
their properties. Three of them (e.g., BWI, 
Nanshan and Polymer Technology Systems) 
elected for new construction spending roughly 
$232 million on 845,000 square feet of space. 
Consistent with spending a lot to start-up their 
businesses, these three greenfield manufacturing 
sites also accounted for approximately 75 percent 
of the $28.5 million in state and local tax 
abatements and grants made available to Chinese 
invested businesses operating in the state as of 
2021. 

For Chinese companies seeking multimillion 
dollar IEDC tax incentives, researchers found it 
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was common for them to hire 
outside consultants. In 2011 
Deloitte helped Nanshan 
America secure a conditional $4 
million tax credit and $300,000 
training grant from the IEDC 
contingent on investing $160 
million and creating 200 jobs in 
a new Lafayette plant (Recycling 
Today 2011). In 2017, KPMG 
assisted BWI secure a 
conditional $4.5 million tax 
credit and a $1.2 million training 
grant from the IEDC contingent 
on investing $80 million and 
creating 441 new jobs at new 
Greenfield manufacturing 
facility (Kirk 2022). 

Discussion 
From 2009 to 2019, the 

Committee on Foreign 
Investment in the United States 
(CFIUS) received a total of 1,788 
notices of investment of which 
392 (21.9 percent) were from 
Chinese investors. Of these 
notices, 11 (2.8 percent) were 
withdrawn before CFIUS action 
and 25 (6.4 percent) were 
withdrawn (U.S. Department of the Treasury 
2022). The ten Chinese investments made in 
Indiana over this period indicate that the IEDC 
was attracting roughly 3 percent of Chinese 
investment interest in the U.S. This level of 
interest was consistent with overall foreign 
investment interest in Indiana. Indeed, by 2021, 
Indiana accounted for 2.6 percent of total US FDI 
(Statista 2023). Data suggests that the non-profit, 
non-partisan PPP model in Indiana was no better 
or worse at attracting FDI from China as 
compared to all nations. If anything, when 
compared to other states, the model initially did 
comparatively well. For example, researchers 
found Indiana captured roughly $635 mill in 

Chinese business investment from 2003 - 2020. 
Over nearly the same period, the top three U.S. 
states for Chinese investment had 20 percent 
larger economies than Indiana yet captured only 
13 percent more Chinese investment. The IEDC’s 
Chinese investment focus was on billion-dollar 
firms acquiring million-dollar, local, light 
manufacturing operations built on greenfield 
sites. The IEDC did not target specific products or 
locations or Chinese ownership types. The IEDC 
performed particularly well when operations were 
housed in leased space. Prior to 2021, when 
Ingram Micro was still Chinese owned, 75 percent 
of all Chinese invested business space in the state 
was leased. Chinese lessors claimed only 23 
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percent of IEDC incentives yet accounted for an 
estimated 80 percent of Chinese invested sales 
and 72 percent of jobs.  

Per Figure 3, Chinese investment was most 
active in Indiana from 2010 – 2017. From 2018 
onwards IEDC issues attracting and retaining 
Chinese investment exceeded the national 
average. For instance, Chinese FDI into the U.S. 
fell 20 percent in 2022 
compared to the 
average annual 
amount from 
2017-2021. In Indiana, 
from 2019 to 2022, the 
number of Chinese 
invested businesses 
fell roughly 40 percent 
and jobs attributed to 
Chinese investment 
fell approximately 60 
percent. Amid political 
calls for Chinese 
‘decoupling’ and ‘de-
risking’ at both the 
state and national 
levels, IEDC foreign investment focus shifted 
away from what Chinese investors were capable of 
pursuing. The state’s Accelerating 
Microelectronics Production and Development 
(AMPD) taskforce is led by the Indiana Secretary 
of Commerce and the IEDC’s Senior Vice 
President of Innovation and Semiconductor 
Strategy (IEDC 2022). The 15 volunteers making 
up the taskforce include CEOs, directors and VPs 
from industry as well as professors and deans 
from across Indiana. The AMPD’s mandate is to 
accelerate and support semiconductor research 
and development. In 2015, XMC and Purdue 
University were engaged in a research and 
development partnership involving non-volatile 
memory technologies. In 2019, Huawei 
Technologies Co. announced a 5-year plan to 
invest $100 million in a Fishers research center 
focused on cloud computing, artificial intelligence 
and 5G networks (Anderson 2020). 

Unfortunately, Tsinghua Unigroup acquired a 51 
percent stake in XMC for $1.2 billion in 2017 
(United States Information Technology Office. 
2018). Tsinghua Unigroup and Huawei are both 
on the US Dept. of Commerce Entities List 
meaning there is “reasonable cause to believe [the 
entities] may engage in activities that pose a risk 
to U.S. national security or foreign policy 
interests.” (Bureau of Industry and Security. n.d.). 

The Purdue XMC 
partnership was 
terminated in 2018 
and, as of 2023, 
Huawei’s proposed 
investment in 
Indiana has never 
happened. With 
Chinese 
companies making 
of roughly 60 
percent of Entities 
listings and the 
exclusion of 
Chinese 
semiconductor 

companies and research institutions from billions 
of dollars in U.S. CHIPS Act funding, Chinese 
high-tech investment into the state is a nonstarter 
- as is all future Chinese investment in the state 
with passage of Indiana House bill 1183. 

In January of 2024, a bipartisan bill was 
introduced into the Indiana state legislature 
banning countries considered adversaries of the 
U.S. (e.g., Russia, China, North Korea, Iran, 
Venezuela and Cuba) and their citizens from 
buying or leasing farmland in Indiana or land 
near military bases, armories and maintenance 
facilities. By March the bill passed through both 
the House and Senate with bipartisan support. As 
of July 2024, “A prohibited person may not 
purchase, lease, or acquire a parcel of real 
property that is: (1) located in Indiana; and (2) 
located within a 10-mile radius of a military 
installation; with certain exceptions. A prohibited 
person may not acquire or lease agricultural land 
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or a mineral right or water or riparian right 
on agricultural land located in Indiana” 
(Indiana State Legislature). With farmland 
making up nearly 2/3rd of Indiana land, 
Chinese invested greenfield sites is a near 
impossibility. With the state home to four 
military bases, one joint forces HQ and 64 
armories, opportunities for new or 
expanding existing Chinese investment is 
virtually nonexistent.  

Researchers concluded that a nonprofit, 
nonpartisan-PPP model is ineffective 
managing foreign investment in a highly 
polarized political atmosphere. Prior to 
deteriorated relations, cumulative Chinese 
business investment into Indiana grew from 
$11 million in 2008 to $111 million by 2011. 
Over the following 5 years, Chinese business 
investment reached $616 million. Since 
2017, the IEDC has been operating under 
ever increasing U.S. – China political 
tensions. For example, from 2017 to 2021 
eight executive orders were issued to contain 
Chinese influence over U.S. supply chains, 
elections, telecommunications and social 
media. Over the same period, Congressional 
actions taken against China include the 2019 
Hong Kong Human Rights and Democracy 
Act (sanctioning individuals deemed responsible 
for human rights abuses in Hong Kong), the 
Uyghur Human Rights Policy Act of 2020 
(condemning human rights violations by the 
Chinese government against the Uyghur Muslim 
minority in Xinjiang), the Taiwan Assurance Act 
of 2019 (reaffirming the U.S. commitment to 
Taiwan's security) and the America COMPETES 
Act of 2022 (calling for a response to China's 
technological advancements in critical 
technologies and industries). In 2020, Congress 
created the U.S.-China Economic and Security 
Review Commission to monitor and investigate 
national security implications of bilateral trade 
between the two countries. Against such 
mounting political tensions, researchers found 
from 2019 to 2023 nearly half of Chinese owned 

companies in the state were shuttered and 
Chinese owned assets fell by nearly 2/3rds.  

A key weakness in the IEDC nonprofit, 
nonpartisan-PPP foreign investment model is lack 
of legislative input. While the state governor 
chairs the board and appoints the IEDC’s Chief 
Strategy Officer from the state cabinet, the 
remainder of the nonpartisan board comes from 
the private sector. This research has shown how 
politics can completely shut down foreign 
investment. To ensure FDI efforts align with 
political reality, researchers recommend 
appointing to the IEDC board two ranking 
members from a state legislative committee which 
deals with foreign trade (i.e., Commerce and 
Technology Committee, Economic Development 
and Technology Committee, or the Ways and 
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Buyer Acquired Date Amount ($M)

Sinocare Polymer 
Technology 
Systems

2016 200

CIMC Vehicle 
Group

HPA 
Monon

2003 4.5

Lenovo Group Stoneware 
Inc.

2012 80

Liaison Interactive 
Information 
Technology Co., 
Ltd.

Newegg 
Inc.

2015 250

Tianjin Tianhai 
Investment

Ingram 
Micro

2016 6,000

China National 
Chemical 
Corporation

Syngenta 2017 43,000

Table 5 Chinese Business Acquisitions in Indiana 
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Means Committee). Legislative influence on a 
non-profit board responsible for state FDI is not 
without president. The Economic Development 
Partnership of North Carolina (EDPNC) board 
consists of 18 members appointed by the speaker 
of the House, the president pro tempore of the 
Senate and the Governor of North Carolina. 
Unlike the EDPNC, researchers suggest legislative 
membership on the IEDC board. Members should 
come from different political parties. Balanced 
representation could temper political biases and 
ensure that economic development initiatives are 
driven by objective criteria rather than partisan 
agendas.   
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Concerning the U.S. 
Protectionist Tilt 

President Biden, Ex-President Trump and 
their advisors view international trade as a 

national 
security threat. They indicate that unfettered 
international trade has hollowed out the U.S. 
industrial base, harmed American workers and 
allowed China to dominate important 
industries. 

History repeats itself. In a 1791 Report on 
Manufacturers, Alexander Hamilton argued for a 
national economic policy fostering domestic 
industry. Later, Henry Clay advocated a protective 
tariff as the centerpiece of what he called “the 
American System.” Presently, Oren Cass, a public 
policy advisor, objects to the bipartisan post-Cold 
War consensus of economists who held that 
free trade and accelerated globalization lead to 
increased domestic growth and prosperity 
(“Free Trade’s Origin Myth,” Law and Liberty, 
January 7, 2024. https://lawliberty.org/forum/ 
free-trades-origin-myth/). 

Cass maintains that under some of the world’s 
highest tariff and trade barriers the United States 
transformed itself from a colonial backwater to an 
industrial colossus, as have Japan, South 
Korea and Israel in recent times. Therefore, he 
maintains that post-WWII policies in the U.S. 
have diminished the manufacturing sector 
resulting in, for example, computer chips, 
pioneered in the U.S., presently being produced 
abroad. Cass admits that domestic consumers 
benefit in the short run from lower import prices. 
However, low-cost imports are presently being 

traded for assets held by foreigners in the form of 
U.S. real estate and government bonds with long-
run interest rate obligations. 
 
In 1992, U.S. exports were roughly balanced but 
by 2022 the trade deficit exceeded $900 
billion. U.S. economic growth and business 
investment slowed during the same period. In 
manufacturing, productivity growth turned 
negative. Cass argues that Americans are rightly 
confused and frustrated by these failures and 
should turn away from the excesses of 
globalization. 

The Post-World War II Consensus on Trade 

To some extent, Cass’s argument accurately 
portrays bipartisan trade policy in the U.S. during 
and after the Cold War. However, trade 
liberalization was viewed not merely as a tool of 
economic policy but as a pathway to international 
peace. As an analyst in the U.S. Department 
of Commerce in the late sixties, I can attest that 
freeing international trade was a top U.S. policy 
priority. Much of our efforts were spent compiling 
lists of products U.S. negotiators could bring 
to the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT) in Geneva. If a country succeeded in 
negotiating duty-free entry for one of its products 
with a major trading partner, all GATT 
signatories would be given the same benefit. 
When the World Trade Organization (WTO) 
assumed hard-won GATT’s concessions, it 
expanded membership and offered additional 
preferences to less economically developed 
countries. 

The European Union went further in 
integrating member nations’ economies. The EU 
eliminated trade barriers and issued a common 
currency, the Euro. It also permitted labor and 
capital to move freely between countries. 

In time, historians will decide if U.S. post-
WWII trade policies were, on net, an important 
factor in maintaining Pax Americana. However, 
market economists remain committed to the idea 
that freer trade increases absolute standards of 
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living around the world, including the United 
States. 

Not that free trade should be used as an excuse 
for indifference to national security or domestic 
economic distress. 

The Case for Free Trade 

The principle of comparative advantage is the 
basis of the economist’s case for free trade. 
There is a potential consumption bonus shared by 
two countries even when a country produces 
two products more efficiently than its trading 
partner. The size of the bonus depends on 
different opportunity costs for producing each 
product. Given free trade, a country will 
specialize in the product in which it has the 
greatest comparative advantage. Or, if it does not 
excel in either product, it will specialize in the 
product in which it has the least disadvantage. 
Comparative advantage is often introduced by 
demonstrating how specialization benefits both 
an attorney and her word-processing assistant, 
even when the attorney has a greater skill in 
both tasks than her assistant. Specialization may 
result in increased production, a bonus 
benefitting both the attorney and her assistant. 
Similarly, international trade creates a non- 
trivial higher level of consumption in both nations 

Cass is correct in saying that some economists 
argued that, given free trade, exports tend to 
equal imports. The justification for this is that 
competition and exchange rate flexibility operate 
to balance exports and imports predictably. For 
example, if a country consistently runs a trade 
balance deficit (imports exceed exports), its 
currency will depreciate in world markets. This 
results in making imports more expensive; 
therefore, domestic products become more 
attractive at home and abroad. 

It soon became evident to U.S. policymakers 
that tariffs alone are neither the only nor chief 
barrier to trade. Countries can manipulate 
exchange rates and regulations to advantage of 
their own products. In response, the U.S. entered 
into more detailed regional trade pacts such as the 

North Atlantic Free Trade Association (NAFTA). 
Some economists have argued that these 
regional trade pacts created a spaghetti bowl of 
separate agreements diverting and reducing 
world trade. 

In addition, the U.S. trade balance is adversely 
affected by the status of the dollar as a dominant 
reserve currency. Dollar dominance existed from 
the Bretton Woods fixed exchange rate regime, 
initiated after WWII, through the present more 
flexible exchange rate regime. Given the dollar’s 
reserve status, the U.S. can finance a chronic 
excess of imports over exports by the willingness 
of foreigners to hold dollars. Unfortunately, such 
foreign “investments” have not been 
employed in building U.S. infrastructure and 
industry. Rather, a large portion of these inflows 
are used to finance government debt. 

Any discussion concerning comparative 
advantage should recognize that the costs of 
transitioning to international free trade are borne 
by certain domestic industries and workers. 
Consider the hypothetical case of New Jersey and 
Florida, previously producing and selling in 
state, suddenly initiating free trade. In this case, 
firms and workers in the tomato industry in 
Florida would be adversely affected, as would New 
Jersey’s citrus firms and workers. 

Thus, the hubris of economists in over-selling 
free trade underestimates the trust needed 
between countries to cooperate on free trade as 
well as the difficulty of workers transitioning 
into other industries.  

However, recent policy attempts to restrict free 
trade are often focused on 
holding trading partners to significant progress on 
human rights, rather than the post WWII 
policy focus on national security considerations 
and world peace. How successful these 
measures might be in alleviating human distress 
abroad or rebalancing U.S. trade relationships 
is an open question. In any case, trade protection 
comes with real costs to domestic producers 
dependent on imported inputs as well as domestic 
consumers. 
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Gains from international trade based on 
comparative advantage are a fact; check it out. 
U.S. productivity and living standards steadily 
increased from the end of WWII until 2012 due to 
increased world trade. Post-WWII trade policy 
does not fully account for a decline in U.S. 
manufacturing or middle-class despair. Low rates 
of domestic household savings, large federal 
government deficits, and the lack of effective 
apprenticeships are contributing factors, along 
with the unfair trade practices of trading partners. 

Countering the political rhetoric assaulting 
international trade will require considerable 
effort, but the stakes are high. If the volume of 
international trade declines, living standards at 
home and abroad will decline. Reduced global 
imports from developing countries will incentivize 
more emigration, and present U.S. income earned 
from exporting is not insignificant. In 2022, 
the U.S. was the world’s biggest exporter of 
refined petroleum, medical instruments, gas 
turbines, aeronautical equipment and corn. Given 
the potential for retaliation, a tilt toward 
U.S. trade restrictions is a serious threat. 

ChatGPT and Career Advice 

Certain high schoolers have definite 
professional goals and informed parents. 

Others are inclined towards careers about which 
they and their parents are clueless. How can 
students and their parents get a handle on what is 
required for entry into certain occupations?  

A quick start is to prompt artificial intelligence 
(AI) to list requirements. In a matter of 
seconds, ChatGPT, one of many Artificial 
Intelligence (AI) programs, provided the following 
information for a career in nursing (accessed June 
4, 2024):   

First, a student, thinking about a career in 
nursing, must decide between an associate degree 
to become a licensed practical nurse (typically 
taking two or three years) or a bachelor of science 
to become a registered nurse (taking 
four years). Both programs require college-level 
courses in anatomy, physiology, biology, and 

psychology. The bachelors option requires 
additional liberal arts and mathematics classes.   

After checking out colleges offering an 
accredited nursing degree and becoming enrolled, 
a student usually needs to gain acceptance into 
the program. Most nursing programs require a 
minimum grade point average (GPA) in overall 
coursework and specific science courses. Some 
even require a standardized entrance exam to 
assess readiness for nursing coursework.   

Once accepted into a nursing program, a 
student must complete a set number of clinical 
hours in various healthcare settings. At the same 
time, they must maintain good grades in both 
theoretical and practical classes.  Nursing 
students might also be expected to pass 
background checks, be screened for drugs and 
provide proof of immunizations.   

Upon graduating, nurses in the U.S. must 
become licensed. Licensed Practical Nurses 
(LPNs) need to have passed the NCLEX-PN exam 
and Registered Nurses (RNs), the NCLEX-RN 
exam.   

Once licensed, graduates can be employment 
as nurses. If they choose to specialize, additional 
certifications may be needed.   

Turning our attention to a completely different 
career, we quizzed ChatGPT on how to advise a 
teen expressing an interest in becoming a 
professional actor. The following is a summary of 
its response:    

While in high school, a student is advised to 
participate in school plays, amateur films, local 
theater productions and community drama 
groups. Such experiences are valuable for building 
a resume and gaining exposure.  

Concerning education and training, local 
theater groups sometimes offer workshops to 
learn the basics of acting. Thereby, the student 
gains confidence and learns to tolerate 
rejection. Furthermore, a teen might consider 
attending a drama-focused high school or 
applying to a performing arts college that offers 
rigorous training.   
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Aside from formal training, each aspiring actor 
builds a personal portfolio highlighting any acting 
experience, training, singing, and dancing skills, 
plus any ability to enunciate in several 
languages. Professional photos are required for 
casting calls and auditions.    

A reputable talent agent is generally sought for 
help in finding auditions and negotiating 
contracts. It is also possible to discover audition 
opportunities by signing up with online casting 
platforms.  Attendance at industry events, 
workshops, and film festivals is encouraged in 
order to meet professionals and learn about the 
industry.  

Note that ChatGPT responds only to questions 
posed. Therefore, the two paths presented address 
neither career financing nor spin-offs into 
associated fields. Financing and spin-offs could be 
examined in a separate prompt. The original 
response does allude, however, to the importance 
of appropriate high school electives and activities 
in realistically assessing future success and a 
student’s willingness to pursue a particular course 
of studies.          

Is AI completely accurate and up-to-date?  Not 
necessarily; it merely offers a blueprint for further 
discussion with high school and college 
counselors.  

There is no substitute for parent support, and, 
ideally, a high school student has personal contact 
with someone active in his or her field of interest. 
Nevertheless, artificially generated career 
information has value.  Check it out.   
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The Mathematics 
of Voting 

(June 3) — Now that the 
primary election season has passed but the 
November campaigning cycle is not yet up and 
running, there is time for detached reflection on 
how our democracy works. Or doesn’t. 

The past month was an unusual one for us 
residents of my hometown, Fort Wayne. In the 
Republican primary there were eight candidates 
for the Third District House of Representatives 
seat to replace incumbent Jim Banks, who was 
running in the Senate primary to replace Mike 
Braun, who was running in the gubernatorial 
primary to replace Eric Holcomb, who was 
retiring due to term limits. Are you keeping up? 

What set my mind wondering and wandering 
was how does the electorate correctly indicate its 
favorite candidate when there are more than two 
choices? 

Indiana’s voting rules require a simple 
plurality to win, what’s known as the “first past 
the post” system. The horse-race metaphor is 
appropriate in that the successful candidate need 
only finish ahead of each of the rest, regardless of 
how few votes he gets. A mathematical majority, 
50 percent plus one, is not required. The 
advantage of this system is that there will be a 
winner on the first round. 

Compare this with the Fort Wayne mayoral 
caucus which required a true majority among 
seven candidates, therefore needing a second 
round of voting after eliminating the first-round 
candidates with the fewest votes. The advantage of 
this system is that eventually you do get to 
someone who polls a majority of votes but it might 
take some time. Witness the 2022 senatorial 

election in Georgia which required a second round 
of voting a month later. 

Which system is better? Or is there another 
methodology that surpasses both? 

It may be serendipity but while I was musing 
over this question, I happened across a book 
directed toward this very issue. “Numbers Rule: 
The Vexing Mathematics of Democracy, from 
Plato to the Present” by mathematician George G. 
Szpiro examining various alternatives. 

Szpiro selects about a dozen philosophers and 
mathematicians through history to trace what one 
would hope to be a developmental path for 
discovering the perfect model to assure the most 
favored candidate wins. His earliest models, that 
proposed by Plato in “The Republic” and that of 
Pliny the Younger for Roman jury decision-
making, set a foundation for future model-
making. One of the medieval motivations to get 
this right was the papal elections and their 
frequent inability to come to a satisfactory 
decision. 

One idea was to set each candidate against 
each other, one on one, and then count the win-
loss record of each. Think of a typical athletic 
league’s method of determining its regular season 
champion. While we are using sports metaphors, 
another proposal was to use an NCAA March 
Madness approach, in which one-on-one winners 
advance to the next round. 

Both of these systems will produce a winner 
but only after an extended period of time and 
tremendous expense when thinking of modern-
day political spending. Each has its 
methodological flaws in that neither can assure 
that the most favored candidate is elected. Is the 
NCAA basketball tournament always won by the 
best overall team? 

The problem is the lack of transitivity between 
successive votes. Let me try to simplify. If a voter 
prefers A to B and B to C, then it can be assumed 
that the voter prefers A to C. But now consider 
rock-scissors-paper. There is no transitivity in the 
above two methodologies, leaving the outcome 
suspect with either. 
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Eventually the idea of ranked-choice voting 
was proposed. This model has been resurrected by 
several contemporary election reform groups 
which see our current two-party system as 
systemically flawed. In this approach each voter 
ranks all the candidates from top to bottom. Votes 
are only cast once but counted multiple times as 
the last place candidate is thrown out and his 
first-place votes allocated to that voter’s second 
choice. 

At first blush this system appears to address 
the issue of non-majority candidates winning and 
the need for runoff elections. It is also supposed to 
reduce the influence of the extreme wings of our 
two national parties, making room for more 
moderate and third-party candidates. 

But does it achieve Szpiro’s goal of assuring 
that the most favored candidate will always win? 
He thinks not as it opens the election to strategic 
voting, where voters intentionally rank their 
favorite candidate’s closest opponent as last. If 
this is properly, or should I say improperly, 
coordinated at a macro level, it can have a 
deleterious effect. 

So if none of the alternatives work, is the 
answer to limit each ballot to only two 
candidates? Is our electoral system hardwired for 
a two-party system? 

What none of these systems can guarantee is 
that the most favored candidate gets on the ballot. 
Voter dissatisfaction during the last several 
presidential elections is proof of that. 

The Draw of Small Towns 
(May 29) — “Counterurbanization,” a term 

new to me, is the phenomenon that Americans 
increasingly are moving from large cities to rural 
areas. This reverses a trend in the other direction, 
one that began with the Industrial Revolution and 
continued until just recently.  

So why the change? And more important, what 
will its effect be 20 years down the road? 

The first question is obvious; one need only 
peruse an Internet news feed to see what is going 
on in our large cities. Unchecked crime, 

homelessness and the plight of urban schools all 
paint a rather apocalyptic picture of city life. And 
now we must indulge squatters, property thieves 
who for some unknown reason are protected by 
local laws over against the property owners. I 
wouldn’t want to live there. 

But then I am a small-town boy at heart. I grew 
up around Waynedale, back then an independent 
town south of Fort Wayne. Eventually we were 
annexed by Fort Wayne but the small-town 
environment survived, at least while I lived there. 

What brought my thinking back to my 
childhood was this topic at a monthly Socratic 
discussion group to which I belong: Do small 
towns matter? 

Of course they do, we quickly agreed. What’s 
not to like, especially compared with Chicago or 
Seattle? Our group has its own history with small 
towns in northeast Indiana, specifically Roanoke, 
Hoagland and my now dated memory of 
Waynedale. 

The DNA of a small town is quite different 
from that of the big cities. Just stroll down Main 
Street — all small towns have a main street by 
whatever name — and it will be obvious. You will 
see a local bank, businesses like a hardware store 
or funeral home which are still family owned and 
operated, and a lot of churches. And there will be 
a barbershop, with a barber who probably cut 
your father’s hair when he was a boy. 

Locals will be congregated at the coffee shop or 
just sitting on public benches, talking about the 
town’s current affairs or the good old days. The 
houses on the residential streets have front 
porches, always occupied on pleasant evenings. 
Neighbors matter. 

Disney used to make movies about towns and 
people like this. 

So why has this idyllic lifestyle become 
suddenly popular with urbanites? There are no 
night clubs, no ethnic restaurants, no all-night 
bars, no major entertainment venues, nothing 
that conventional wisdom instructs us urbanites 
must have to be content. 
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Remember Richard Florida’s focus on 
attracting the “creative class”? His advice to cities, 
no doubt with cities like my hometown of Fort 
Wayne in mind, was to change their cultural 
environment such that they would be attractive to 
this young and with-it generation. How these 
changes would sit with the multi-generational 
residents of Middletown USA was not part of the 
social engineering calculus. 

So what do small towns offer ex-urbanites? Are 
they merely trying to escape unlivable living 
conditions or do they see something worth fleeing 
to? The answer to this question is critical as it will 
inform what happens to these newly popular 
small towns. 

To ask the question another way, are these 
relocators progressives who hope to transplant 
progressive ideology on conservative towns or are 
they attracted to a place that is a safe harbor from 
extreme progressivism and its culturally 
destructive effect? 

It will take years or decades to confidently 
answer this question. For now we have only 
anecdotal evidence, inconsistent as is all 
anecdotal evidence. One always has plenty of one-
off examples to prove one’s point . . . as does one’s 
opposite in any debate. 

And since I have disparaged the value of 
anecdotes, I toss out one of my own. In the 2018 
Senate race in Texas, new Texans voted for the 
Republican Ted Cruz at a significantly higher rate 
than native Texans. This is just one data point but 
it tells us these California expatriates checked 
their progressive baggage at the state line. 

Many would intuit that counterurbanization 
represents a potential threat to small town 
America but I don’t see it as an existential one. My 
sense, and it is only that in light of my anecdote 
mentioned above, is that people move to where 
they want to live. Something attracts them there, 
an environment which makes the cost of moving 
worthwhile, be it employment, housing, schools or 
overall lifestyle. If this migration is gradual, its 
effect will be insignificant for the foreseeable 
future. Perhaps all we will see is that the red on 

the political map will get redder and the blue 
bluer. 

Change happens; how we introduce it and 
control its effects is what matters. My faith is 
unabated in small towns like Roanoke and 
Hoagland and other Hoosier towns. They are 
beacons for those who want a simpler, saner and 
safer community of neighbors. 

Well, I voted on Tuesday 

(May 8) — I had been brooding about this for 
some time now and, in a particularly dark 
moment, determined to never vote again. 

It may have been the better side of my nature 
that eventually overcame my psychological sturm 
und drang or it simply may have been intellect 
over emotion that resolved me. 

I am not normally a negative or pessimistic 
person but my attitude could not withstand a 
barrage of negative advertising, the total lack of 
quality in the two presumptive major party 
nominees for president and the clown show 
performed daily in the halls of Congress. Even 
cheerful people can become depressed. 

The primary ballot in Indiana and in my home 
county, Allen, offered several hotly contested 
races, if “contested” can be quantified by the 
number of candidates running. The Republican 
primary offered six options for governor and 
eight for third district congressman. Republicans 
certainly had a choice, several choices in fact. 

Thus, the horrendous amount of negative 
advertising on TV and in the mail. I think I 
received at least one negative postcard every day 
and multiples each day as May 7 neared.  

I learned, to my disgust, who was behind 
several of these attacking the presumed leader in 
one of the elections. Yes, it was an out-of-state 
organization and yes, it was funded by some 
powerful political interests. That was no surprise. 

What I found interesting in a morbid way was 
the manner in which one of these postcards took a 
technically true fact and distorted its context to 
such an extent that it represented an outright lie. 
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One who bases his or her entire knowledge of the 
candidate on this single postcard will think that 
the candidate believes the complete opposite of 
what he truly believes. To my simple way of 
thinking, that constitutes lying. 

Why would these political action committees 
pour so much money into untruthful advertising? 
Do they have such a low opinion of the average 
voter to think this effective? Obviously the answer 
is yes. They have taken our measure and we have 
come up short. They view us as the “Animal Farm” 
sheep, obediently bleating on command. It must 
work or this amorphous “they” wouldn’t dump 
this much cash into this kind of advertising. That 
says more about us than about them. 

It is no wonder that there are multiple 
grassroots reform groups springing up 
optimistically proposing changes in our election 
system. Some look to break the stranglehold of the 
two major parties by electoral changes that offer a 
real chance to third-party candidates. Others 
propose changes such as open primaries and 
ranked-choice voting to reduce the power of the 
extreme wings of both parties in the nomination 
process. And hopes spring eternal in the breast of 
the Convention of States movement which wants 
to amend the Constitution as a means of making 
the federal government more accountable. 

The dishonest attacks on the candidate 
motivated me to go to the polls as my conscience 
insisted. Edmund Burke’s comment about what is 
necessary for the triumph of evil — that good men 
do nothing — may have been what pressed my 
conscience into action. 

And so I voted again this year, just like I have 
voted in every primary and general election since I 
turned 21. It may seem like my vote doesn’t 
matter, which may be mathematically true but 
metaphysically wrong. Where is the tipping point 
if lots of us think that? And what moral authority 
do we as citizens have if we don’t vote, no matter 
how unappealing the choices presented? 

Democracy depends on an informed and 
interested citizenry, which presents a conundrum. 
It seems to me at least that the informed have lost 

interest and the interested are becoming less 
informed. Perhaps we have made it too easy to be 
either uninformed or disinterested or both. I 
blame 24-hour cable news networks for our 
malaise, but that is too easy although still fair. 

The primaries are past and I have six months 
to wallow in cynicism again. Then, come 
November, Edmund Burke will prick my 
conscience once more and I will dutifully drive to 
the neighborhood church where my precinct 
votes. I will arrive at 6 a.m. when the polls open, 
probably standing in a cold rain as is the weather’s 
wont on election days. That physical misery will 
actually work to confirm why I am standing in the 
rain in the dark — because it is my right as a 
citizen to do so, a right I intend to defend.  

And how did that local race turn out, the one 
the out-of-state PAC spent hundreds of thousands 
to influence? Their targeted candidate won 
anyway. They wasted all that money which might 
have been used in a positive cause to elect a good 
candidate somewhere else. Too bad for them. 

The Nostalgia of Consolidated High 

(May 1) — In the movie “Hoosiers” one of the 
students, Ollie, is giving a report in class that is a 
listing of things thought to be progress. He doesn’t 
seem convinced of the value of progress, although 
I venture that he thought more highly of indoor 
plumbing than of school consolidation. 
Fortunately for Ollie and his classmates, the 
fictional Hickory High School would escape 
consolidation long enough to win the state 
basketball championship. 

What brought this movie to mind was 
attending the funeral of my wife’s Uncle Don. He 
was a high school basketball star in Vigo County, 
graduating in 1950 and recruited by Branch 
McCracken of Indiana University. Due to family 
financial issues, he was not able to accept and 
missed being part of IU’s national championship 
team in 1953. Apparently college athletes like 
Uncle Don didn’t have NIL (Name, Image and 
Likeness) income opportunities back then. 
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His letter sweater was on display at the funeral 
home and I noticed two things. First, he had four 
chevrons which indicates he played varsity 
basketball for four years, an impressive 
accomplishment in any era. 

The other was that the letter on the letter 
sweater was an “N.” My understanding of his 
background, including things he himself told me, 
was that he went to Fontanet High School. So why 
the “N”? 

It seems that Fontanet was the commonly used 
name as the high school was located in that town. 
The official name of the school was Nevins 
Township High School. Hence, the “N.” 

All of which takes me back to the issue of 
school consolidation. As Ollie seemed to 
understand, it was a doctrine of educational 
theory back in the 1950s in Indiana. “Bigger is 
better” was the mantra so small township schools 
had to be sacrificed to the god of educational 
orthodoxy. 

My wife’s grandparents lived right on the 
township line so her father, aunt and two uncles 
attended Fontanet in Nevins Township. Her 
mother grew up just south of this line so she 
attended Otter Creek High School, also named for 
that township. Both high schools are now gone, 
having been consolidated into Terre Haute North 
Vigo High School, commonly known as Terre 
Haute North. 

To continue the Vigo County story, my wife 
attended Honey Creek High School, now a middle 
school with that township’s high school-aged 
children attending Terre Haute South. Sorry, I 
mean Terre Haute South Vigo High School. 

My family’s educational history is the same as 
my wife’s. Living in Allen County was no 
sanctuary against rampant consolidation. My 
father attended Hoagland High School, now 
consolidated into Heritage High School after 
having been joined under state oversight with its 
arch rival Monroeville High School. 

My old high school, Elmhurst, is also gone but 
not due to consolidation. It just got erased from 
the Fort Wayne Community Schools inventory, 

name and building alike — just gone. A mile south 
of the road where I lived was the dividing line 
between Elmhurst and Ossian High School, also 
gone due to consolidation with its storied 
basketball heritage only a memory.  

My mother graduated from South Side High 
School which is still in business so far as I know. 
Perhaps I should make a drive down Calhoun 
Street in Fort Wayne just to verify that South Side 
is still there and functioning. 

I am not so close-minded as to ignore the real 
problems facing school districts then and now. 
Rising costs, state and federal regulations and 
local politics all make their presence felt at school 
board meetings. Yet there is something that a 
classical liberal like me appreciates about the 
value of our democracy operating at the lowest 
possible level where it is most influenced by the 
average citizen. Recall the town meeting in 
“Hoosiers” to determine the basketball coach’s 
status. 

My wife’s parents had a close friend, Jim, who 
could name every high school in Indiana and 
which former schools were consolidated into it. 
He was a walking encyclopedia of Indiana 
basketball and Hoosier sports lore.  

I wish Jim were still alive so that the two of us 
could reminisce about the good old days. Perhaps 
that goodness rests with their being past, but still 
alive in our carefully curated memories. 

One of the highlights of my childhood was 
following the Allen County basketball tournament. 
It was each rural town against the others for 
bragging rights. A current player frequently would 
have been referred to as So-and-So’s son and then 
folks would remember what a great player his dad 
was back in the day. 

Most of those Allen County schools have been 
consolidated out of existence: Hoagland and 
Monroeville as mentioned above, Lafayette 
Central, Arcola, Huntertown and Harlan. Most of 
those township students now attend larger 
suburban schools with excellent academic 
reputations. 
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I guess that constitutes progress. But forgive 
Ollie and me for being skeptical. 

Plato’s Philosopher Kings 

(April 24) — One of my less than admirable 
traits is to attempt to categorize and organize 
everything into its simplest terms. All too often, 
simple devolves to simplistic as I keep trying to 
pound an unwilling square peg into an 
unreceptive round hole. 

Philosophy is one such recipient of my 
zealousness for reduction. During the semester or 
two when I considered myself a philosophy major, 
the left side of my brain resolved to assign all 
philosophy to either Platonism or Aristotelianism 
based on the litmus test of realism versus  
materialism. If one believed there were real things 
that couldn’t be seen, heard or touched, then you 
are a Platonist. Otherwise, you are an Aristotelian. 
All subsequent philosophical models or schools 
must, by my taxonomy, find its origin in one or 
the other. It’s probably a good thing that I 
changed my major — eventually — to economics. 
So far I have only been able to reduce economic 
thought to three major classifications but rest 
assured I haven’t given up in getting rid of that 
pesky third one. 

I am a Platonist by my own definition and I 
stand in exalted company. “There are more things 
in Heaven and Earth, Horatio, than are dreamt of 
in your philosophy,” said Hamlet, a true Platonist 
if ever there were one. 

The point being that, when in doubt about any 
question not answerable in Holy Scripture, I turn 
to Plato for a starting point. As I contemplate the 
sorry state of our democracy given the 
presumptive presidential candidates, my thoughts 
are drawn to Plato’s “Republic” and his political 
structure based on the abstract ideal of the 
philosopher king. 

Plato wrote in the format of dialogues with his 
teacher, Socrates, as the main character. I need to 
confess that my reading of Plato’s works always 
left me confused as to when we are hearing 
Socrates himself or when it is Plato’s own 

thoughts expressed through the Socrates 
character. 

In the “Republic” Plato as Socrates contends 
that only someone who will guard the laws and 
institutions of the state is qualified to rule. This 
philosopher king will be recognized by his 
personal attributes which Socrates induces from 
his interlocutor.  

The list is extensive and may be exhaustive. It 
includes intelligence, memory, cleverness, 
fearlessness, steadfastness, knowledge and 
truthfulness. The last two warrant special 
attention for America in 2024. 

Plato insists that truth must be the first love of 
a ruler and deliberate falsehood to be avoided at 
all cost. We don’t need media fact-checkers to 
report that both of our current candidates have 
the propensity to tell some whoppers. 
Unfortunately, this has become the sine qua 
non of American political discourse.  

So what constitutes truth? Plato suggests it can 
only result from knowledge, so whence 
knowledge? 

Plato anchors knowledge in an “eternal nature” 
that does not vary from generation to generation. 
It is a love of learning that fulfills the ruler. For 
America these eternals are to be found in the 
principles of the Declaration of Independence and 
their application in the Bill of Rights. Can either 
candidate list all the rights protected in the first 
ten amendments?  

Even knowledge serves a higher purpose. It’s 
much more than being the all-time grand winner 
on Jeopardy. The philosopher king will pursue 
knowledge of the good as the highest aspiration of 
the ruler.  

Does one get the sense that anyone in our 
ruling class is motivated by a love of knowledge in 
the pursuit of the objective and universal good? If 
they start out with that in mind, they are quickly 
disabused of its political usefulness in Washington 
D.C. 

Perhaps I am being unfair by measuring 
Messrs. Biden and Trump against Plato’s 
philosopher kings. Even Plato realized that he was 
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creating an alternate reality to what Athenian 
democracy had become. This was just after the 
disastrous Peloponnesian War, disastrous for 
Athens at least. Its precious democracy had not 
stood the test as it descended into mobocracy. 
Despite what we were taught in grammar school, 
the war was not one of a pure and democratic 
Athens defending itself against an evil and 
totalitarian Sparta. Athens provoked the war 
through its foreign policy of enforced hegemony 
across Greece and the Aegean littoral.  

And it was this Athenian democracy which 
condemned and executed Plato’s mentor Socrates 
for his disregard for the political correctness of his 
day. 

No wonder Plato set his mind to building a 
more perfect state, even if nothing more than a 
castle in the sky. 

Caveat: It is hardly beyond the realm of 
possibility that I have misconstrued and 
misapplied Plato’s thoughts by time-traveling 
them nearly 2,400 years into the future. If so, I 
have a lifeline in a retired university professor and 
colleague at the Indiana Policy Review who is my 
metaphysical father-confessor on all things Plato. 
I expect to hear from him soon. 

Baseball and Golf Mean It’s Spring 
(April 4) — The signs of spring are everywhere 

but something just doesn’t seem right. 
It’s partly due to our typical northern Indiana 
weather. As a lifelong resident I should be 
accustomed to temperatures in the 60s one day 
and the 30s the next. It happens every year at this 
time but my tolerance level must be in decline. 

The golf courses have opened. I know that 
because I live on a golf course and I can see them 
out there, or see them every other day when the 
temperatures are in the 60s. One can’t watch 
any sporting event without seeing a commercial 
for the Masters golf tournament and much of 
the talk at my American Legion post is about the 
startup of the various golf leagues. 

But golf isn’t the sport I follow; it’s baseball 
and the Major Leagues began the 2024 season last 

week. I have renewed my subscription to 
MLB.com so I can watch as many games as I care 
to just so long as the Cubs, White Sox, Tigers or 
Reds aren’t one of the teams. MLB in its 
unassailable wisdom has decreed that Fort Wayne 
is in the local TV market for all four of these 
teams so their games are blacked out. That 
includes both home and away games so that limits 
things unless I can ever figure out the user 
interface to our TV service where — theoretically 
— these games are available. 

Oh well, that leaves 26 other teams I can watch 
unless, of course, they are playing the Cubs, 
White Sox, Tigers or Reds. 

Fortunately. we have the Fort Wayne TinCaps, 
our Class High A minor league team affiliated 
with the San Diego Padres. In my retirement I 
have both the leisure and the disposable income 
to hold season tickets. That’s 66 home games 
every season, most of which I am able to attend. 

Last spring, April was a mild month so the 
early TinCaps games were quite enjoyable. That 
hasn’t always been the case — remember we have 
northern Indiana’s weather — so some 
seasons have been a challenge. I will admit to 
leaving early on nights when the thermometer 
was dropping toward the 30s. But that is the 
blessing of season tickets; you can always come 
back tomorrow for another game. 

The San Diego Padres, the legal employer of 
Fort Wayne’s players, released the TinCaps roster 
this week and it contains several familiar names 
from last year. I’m not sure if that means the 
Padres minor league system is loaded or that 
these players are not yet ready to advance to the 
Double A level. 

But then, I’ve never understood the Padres 
player-development model. In my biased opinion 
the Padres view minor-leaguers as trade fodder 
rather than future Padres. Maybe I’m still upset 
about the Padres decision to decimate our roster 
just to get a year or so out of Juan Soto. Fort 
Wayne lost several talented prospects and for 
what? Juan Soto is now a New York Yankee and 
the Padres still haven’t won a World Series. 
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Since I am a lifelong Yankee fan, I probably 
shouldn’t complain (Soto started the season with 
a hot streak). 

If complaining about baseball mismanagement 
is off the table, I will go back to golf. I worked 
nine years as a caddie and in the pro shop at the 
country club in my hometown of Waynedale. I 
learned a lot about real life there, mostly about 
working long hours for meager pay. I did save 
enough money to buy my first car and the work 
ethic I developed as a teenager served me well 
in my professional life. 

My golf attachment ended one year in college 
when I had to sell my clubs to pay that semester’s 
tuition. Since then I have felt no desire 
whatsoever to swing a club, although I will confess 
that I still enjoy watching the golfers on the short 
par three hole behind my house. Not wanting to 
be cruel, some of those weekend warriors ought to 
find another hobby. They can’t be having any 
fun if they need three shots to reach a green only 
135 yards away. 

I would say I am done with golf but my wife 
decided to take it up in her retirement. Now the 
golf channel is streaming into our family room 
most waking hours. She considers my caddie 
experience adequate to make me her human 
encyclopedia as she asks questions about rules, 
strategy and scoring. The frightening thing is that 
I can usually answer her, drawing on some 
poorly repressed memory of 60 years ago. 

Some things never change. Just don’t expect 
selling a set of golf clubs will pay for a semester at 
college these days.   
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Judge Dan Heath, an adjunct scholar 
of the Indiana Policy Review 
Foundation, recently retired from the 
Allen County Superior Court, has a 
biography that stretches over five 
decades of Indiana political history, 
serving on numerous congressional 
campaigns and in public offices 
before joining the bench. Heath was 
narrowly defeated in the 1989 special election to fill Dan 
Quayle's congressional seat. Earlier, he was chief of 
staff and safety director for Fort Wayne Mayor Paul 
Helmke, and before that administrative assistant to Lt. 
Gov. John Mutz, and district representative for 
Congressman Dan Coats.  

Trump's Verdict and Jury Reform 
(June 4) — Like many of you, I watched with 

interest the recent so-called “Trump Hush Money 
Trial.” I was an Allen County trial judge for more 
than twenty-two years from January of 1997 to 
April of 2018 and, during that time, I conducted 
dozens of civil jury trials. So during the Trump 
trial I kept a watchful eye on the management of 
the trial under New York law.  Specifically, I was a 
stunned to learn that in 2024 the State of New 
York does not allow its juries to retire to 
deliberate with a copy of the jury instructions in 
hand! The “Trump Hush Money Trial” jury did 
not have a copy of some thirty-five pages of final 
instructions to consult as they deliberated. The 
case was certainly complicated enough to warrant 
the jury having a copy of the court’s final 
instructions as it deliberated. 

While I’m surprised at what happened in the 
Trump case, I’m happy to explain to Journal-
Gazette readers that Indiana is a leader in jury 
reform. In the balance of this piece let’s review 
some of those jury reforms that have taken place 
in Indiana — reforms that trust jurors to make 
reasonable use of evidence and instructions 
during trial and deliberation. 

First, though, I have a confession and some 
historical context for you. My first jury trials did 
not include my giving the jury of copy of the 
instructions. I was mentored not to give them the 

instructions. Jurors simply were not trusted to 
make proper use of instructions outside the 
presence of the judge. 

Fortunately, while I was navigating my new 
career on the bench In 1997, Indiana was getting 
serious about jury reform, taking its lead from 
1993 reforms already in place in Arizona.  Under 
the leadership of our Indiana Supreme Court 
Chief Justice Randall Shepard, and committees 
from our judicial conference and state bar, a joint 
committee issued its 2001 “Juries for the 21st 
Century” report which contained a number of new 
recommendations for managing jury trials that 
showed great, new found trust in the intelligence, 
reasonableness and common sense of Hoosier 
jurors. [See “Jury Trials Aren’t What They Used to 
Be” by Randall T. Shepard, Indiana Law Review 
(2005): 859-866.]  Many of the recommendations 
set forth in that report have been embodied in 
“Indiana Jury Rules” for more than two decades 
(since around 2001) and some were quite 
controversial, if not now, certainly then.  

For example, if you attend any trial in Indiana 
today, you’ll find that the lawyers can give the 
jurors a “mini statement” as the court opens the 
trial to begin the jury selection process so the 
prospective jurors have an idea of what the case is 
about before they are selected. After jurors are 
selected and the court begins giving the jury 
“preliminary instructions,”  each juror will have a 
copy of those instructions as a part of a “jury 
notebook” that also contains a copy of documents 
admitted into evidence by stipulation. Later a 
copy of the court’s final instructions are also given 
to each juror to have with them as the court reads 
the instructions to them and to have with them 
during deliberation. Tablets and pens are given to 
each juror for note taking during the trial and also 
in case jurors want to ask witnesses questions by 
submitting written questions to the judge! Also, 
jurors can discuss the evidence in the case during 
breaks in the jury room when they are all present 
as long as they reserve judgment about the 
outcome of the case until deliberations begin! 
These last reforms were highly controversial. 
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Shortly after our new rules were adopted, I was 
asked by our Chief Justice Shepard to attend a 
meeting of the Michigan Bar Association House of 
Delegates to answer questions about our new 
rules. Lawyers there were aghast that we Hoosiers 
would allow jurors to discuss trial evidence during 
breaks as a long-standing instruction to jurors 
almost everywhere was not to discuss evidence 
with anyone prior to deliberation. “How could you 
possibly allow jurors to discuss the case prior to 
deliberation?” was what I recall a Michigan lawyer 
asking me. And I recall telling him, “You know 
that jurors are likely discussing your cases during 
trial whether you have instructed them to or not. 
You might as well treat the jury realistically.”  I 
remain firm in my belief today that we did the 
right thing by our Hoosier jurors. New York 
should do the same. 

Dr. Richard Moss, a physician in the 
town of Jasper in Dubois County, is 
the author of “A Surgeon’s Odyssey” 
and “Matilda’s Triumph” available 
on amazon.com. Contact him on 
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.  

‘Diversity’ or Merit? 
(May 15) — The Evansville 

Regional Economic Partnership (E-REP), is an 
organization that “promotes regional economic 
development and vitality.” It encompasses four 
counties, including Vanderburgh, Posey, 
Warrick and Gibson, and seeks to “drive the 
region’s economic growth, attract a high-wage and 
high-skilled workforce and elevate quality of life.” 
Encompassing the “Evansville Region,” it “thinks 
regionally – and acts regionally.” Its essential 
missions include “business growth and retention, 
attraction of a highly skilled workforce, 
community development, and regional planning.” 

All of this is commendable – a welcome benefit 
to the area. Until, that is, we turn to their section 
on “advocacy.” It is here where we learn of E-
REP’s commitment to “Embrace Diversity and 
Inclusion” and to “keep the value of diversity, 
inclusion, and equity at the core of all our 
efforts . . . ” 

Why would an organization that purports to 
promote economic growth and a skilled work 
force add to its otherwise praiseworthy goals 
something so divisive and exclusionary as DEI? 

DEI, as the world knows, refers to “Diversity 
Equity and Inclusion.” E-REP, chose to change 
the order of the words but the meaning is the 
same. Like many seemingly innocuous-sounding 
slogans or acronyms, it carries with it aspects 
quite sinister. It is a phrase that has swept the 
nation and all our major institutions, including 
our universities and schools. DEI has become the 
new mantra, indeed, a booming industry and 
ethos, dominating our culture. But contained 
within it are concepts that are alien and 
antithetical to the founding principles of the 
nation. 

DEI is a hyper-aggressive and politicized quota 
system, an aggressive version of affirmative action 
for certain so-called “marginalized” people. It 
divides society into “groups” based on race, sex, 
sexual orientation, ethnicity, religion, and so on. 
It gives preference to certain favored groups and 
discriminates against groups currently out of 
favor — chiefly whites, Asians, men, 
heterosexuals, Jews and Christians. 

Apart from being intensely divisive, DEI 
reflects a world view that is incompatible with our 
biblical tradition. That belief holds that each 
person is an individual uniquely made in the 
image of God. This concept is peculiar to the West 
and accounts for its extraordinary success, 
particularly here in the U.S., the greatest 
embodiment of Western thought and 
accomplishment. Our emphasis on the individual, 
protecting individual rights and liberties, has 
made Western nations in general, and America in 
particular, so desirable. This is why all the world 
seeks to come here. 

DEI rejects that because it is considered an 
identitarian ideology, a “caste” system, so to 
speak, that divides society 
into intersectional groups founded on perceived 
wrongs committed by alleged dominant power 
centers in society. Within the DEI calculus, there 
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are oppressors and oppressed, victimizers and 
victims, and, as noted above, so-called 
“marginalized people.” 

This divisive, hierarchical worldview emerges 
from standard collectivist ideology, except it is 
centered on culture or race rather than class, as 
originally conceived, hence the term “cultural 
Marxism.” DEI is an extension of cultural 
Marxism, part of the “intersectional” hierarchy of 
“oppression” that divides society into odd 
categories. Rejecting the individual, DEI reduces 
American society into a collection of groups or 
tribes, hence the “tribalization“ of society. 
Further, this tribalization (racialization) is based 
on certain immutable, physical traits such as skin 
color and sex. This, by the way, has been the norm 
for all of human history and throughout the 
world. America was unique in that it rejected 
tribalization, group characteristics and superficial 
appearance, and elevated the individual, which 
accounted for its historic success. 

DEI, furthermore, has no place in any 
institution that values standards and color-blind 
meritocracy. If diversity becomes the driving force 
behind hiring and promotion, or even a small part 
of it, rather than skill, accomplishment and merit, 
then it necessarily compromises standards. If the 
goal is diversity, and to have proportional 
representation based on race, sex, sexual 
orientation and other such trivialities, even in 
part, and E-REP, and other organizations that 
embrace DEI, do not contemplate the individual 
and his unique abilities and contributions over all 
else, then the system collapses and becomes 
simply one of groups or tribes competing with one 
another. Meritocracy necessarily dies in such a 
system. You can have DEI or meritocracy but not 
both. 

Should employers now have 
hiring quotas based on DEI principles of 
proportional allocations for certain favored 
minorities over more qualified individuals 
perceived to have the wrong color, sex or sexual 
orientation? Such a practice is antithetical to E-
REPs primary mission of promoting “regional 

economic development,” in pursuit of current 
fashionable and destructive Marxist goals that 
have no place anywhere in this country. Further, 
why is “diversity” a goal? Diversity is actually 
a challenge to overcome in the pursuit of “unity,” 
which is a far more important aspiration. 

In short, E-REP has discredited itself and its 
alleged mission. It chose politics and division over 
talent and competence. The choice is clear. 
Embrace standards and merit over superficial 
characteristics. 

I hold that we treat each person as an 
individual and judge him, as a famous black 
preacher once said, “not by the color of their skin 
but the content of their character.” Yes, that is a 
“dream” we should all aspire to. Including E-REP. 

Eric Schansberg, Ph.D., an adjunct 
scholar of the Indiana Policy 
Review Foundation, is Professor of 
Economics at Indiana University 
Southeast and the author of “Poor 
Policy: How Government Harms the 
Poor.”  

Index Indiana Income Tax 

(April 12) — With April 15 at hand, it’s a good 
time to review income taxes. On the surface, the 
federal government has kept income taxes the 
same since President Donald Trump and Congress 
decreased marginal tax rates a bit (and simplified 
the tax code a lot) in 2017. 

Unfortunately, federal payroll (FICA) taxes on 
income are unchanged. At 15.3 percent of every 
dollar earned by those in the lower through 
upper-middle income classes, these taxes are far 
greater for most taxpayers, even though 
politicians rarely discuss their onerous burdens. 
For example, if you earn $40,000, you lose about 
$6,000 to payroll taxes; if you earn $80,000, you 
lose about $12,000 to payroll taxes. 

President Trump, President Joe Biden and 
Congress have significantly increased taxes in 
notable ways. Trump and Biden have been equally 
aggressive with higher tariffs — taxes on imported 
goods that increase prices and reduce consumer 
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purchasing power. Trump and Biden (and 
Congress) have both pursued profligate spending 
and economy-threatening debt. These must be re-
paid through higher future taxes. Under 
Trump, the national debt increased by $8 trillion; 
under Biden, it has increased by $6 trillion so far. 
That’s $42,000 per individual in the U.S. over the 
last seven years. With all of the rhetoric about 
defending democracy these days, it’s odd (and 
hypocritical) to see so much debt being foisted on 
people who don’t have a vote in the matter. 

Inflation is another sort of tax, by reducing the 
purchasing power of dollars. Under Trump, 
inflation was 7 percent;  under Biden, it’s been 20 
percent so far. Inflation can also have the 
insidious effect of increasing taxes if they are not 
“indexed” for the impact of inflation. Fortunately, 
at the federal level, most of this has been fixed. 
For example, Social Security payments were 
indexed in the 1970s. And income tax rates were 
(dramatically reduced and) indexed in the 1980’s 
by President Ronald Reagan with a Republican 
Senate and a strongly-Democrat House.   

The harm of inflation to fixed payments is 
obvious; the same amount of money will not go as 
far. But the impact on taxes is more subtle. 
Without indexing, as incomes typically increase 
with inflation, more income ends up in higher tax 
brackets. This is called “bracket creep”: people 
and their incomes “creep” into higher tax brackets 
— even if they’re not better off, given what 
inflation is doing to their purchasing power.   

At the state level, indexing is a mixed 
bag. Arizona, California and Colorado indexed 
their tax codes in 1978, but many states have not 
followed their lead. (Nine states don’t have a state 
income tax, so the concern is irrelevant in those 
cases.) The issue is especially bothersome in states 
with multiple marginal tax rates. Some states 
(including Indiana) have a single marginal tax 
rate. But many states (including Indiana) do not 
index their deductions and exemptions, resulting 
in more income exposed to that tax — and thus, 
greater tax burdens. The most prominent 
examples are the cap on the property tax 

deduction and the size of the exemptions for 
family structures.  

Let’s use some numbers to see how this works. 
Assume you earned $60,000 in 2021. For 2024, 
your income has risen by 20 percent (along with 
20 percent inflation). So, you earn $72,000 in 
2024, but still have the same purchasing power 
(or “real income”). With a spouse and four 
children, each year you would have $12,000 in 
exempted income. Thus, your taxable income 
would be $48,000 in 2021 and $60,000 in 2024 
(25 percent higher). Assume a 3 percent state tax 
rate and a 2 percent county tax rate, your tax bill 
would be $2,400 in 2021 and $3,000 in 2024 
(again, 25 percent higher). Even though your 
standard of living is no higher, the state and 
county governments are taking a higher 
percentage of your income.  

How to fix this? Index the exemptions for 
inflation. In my example, the exemptions would 
also rise 20 percent (to $14,400) because of 
inflation. The new taxable income would be only 
$57,600, resulting in a tax bill of $2,880 (now 20 
percent higher than in 2021). Without indexing, 
the taxpayers in my example would have an extra 
$120 taken from them by state and county 
governments.  

It was encouraging to see Indiana pass a 
slightly lower marginal tax rate in 2023, reducing 
it from 3.23 percent to 3.15 percent. Going 
forward, the next tax reform should be to index 
deductions and exemptions for inflation, limiting 
the impact of federal inflation on state income 
taxes.  

Richard McGowan, Ph.D., an adjunct 
scholar of the Indiana Policy Review 
Foundation, has taught philosophy and 
ethics cores for more than 40 years, 
most recently at Butler University. 
Citations viewable at www.inpolicy.org. 

Fact-Checking the 
Governor’s ‘Trans’ Policy 

(April 23) — The Indiana Legislature got it 
right. The governor did not. The issue of trans-
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girls and trans-women competing against 
natural, i.e., biological, girls and women remains 
unsettled. For some people and organizations, 
such as the ACLU, which brought suit in Indiana 
recently, the prefix “trans” before the words 
“girls” means little or nothing. On the other hand, 
the FDA treats trans-fat as different in kind from 
polyunsaturated fat, the former is unhealthy and 
the latter is not. Following the FDA linguistic 
practices, we may conclude that a trans-girl is 
different from a natural girl.  

However, linguistic practices do not often 
settle matters. In the case of trans-females 
competing against natural (un-adulterated? un-
drugged? un-manipulated?) girls, language 
probably matters little, though I am reminded of 
Abraham Lincoln’s observation that calling a dog’s 
tail a leg does not make it a leg. 

My usual line of address for contentious 
issues such as trans-females competing against 
natural females is to gather information before 
making a judgment. Then I can follow the data 
from people who are more experienced and 
knowledgeable about the subject. In this case, the 
subject is anatomy and physiology of the male-
female distinction. Is the physiology of males and 
females different?  

Yes, we all know — except for maybe the ACLU 
— that there are differences between boys and 
girls, men and women. But how do those 
differences affect athletic performance? And can 
the differences be overcome by drugs or other 
intrusions into the natural state of a body? 

Here is what Boston University’s  Chobanian & 
Avedisian School of Medicine said in 2018:     

“The Endocrine Society guidelines on 
monitoring transgender women suggests that 
patients should reach a serum testosterone 
<50ng/dl. Only a quarter of transgender women 
taking a regimen of spironolactone and estrogens 
were able to lower testosterone levels within the 
usual female physiologic range. Another quarter 
could not achieve female levels but remained 
below the male range virtually all of the time, 

while one quarter was unable to achieve any 
significant suppression.” 

I understand that paragraph to mean that 
trans-women retain many male characteristics. 

In 2021, several researchers asked, “How does 
hormone transition in transgender women change 
body composition, muscle strength and 
haemoglobin? Systematic review with a focus on 
the implications for sport participation.” Their 
article in the British Journal of Sports 
Medicine concluded that “In transwomen, 
hormone therapy rapidly reduces Hgb to levels 
seen in cisgender women. In contrast, hormone 
therapy decreases strength, LBM and muscle area, 
yet values remain above that observed in 
cisgender women, even after 36 months. These 
findings suggest that strength may be well 
preserved in transwomen during the first 
three years of hormone therapy.”  

The scientists who wrote “Implications of 
gender-Affirming Endocrine Care for Sports 
Participation,” a 2021 article in the Journal of the 
Endocrine Society, found that, “on average, the 
muscle strength data of trans-women fell below 
that of cisgender men but was significantly greater 
(16 percent) than the values of cisgender women.” 
Or, trans-women retained strength compared to 
natural women. (Lia Thomas, 34th ranked male 
swimmer, beating female Olympians comes to 
mind.) 

That same year, the Journal of the Endocrine 
Society published “An Approach to 
Nonsuppressed Testosterone in Transgender 
Women Receiving Gender-Affirming 
Feminizing Hormonal Therapy.” The article 
concluded that “In a cohort of 98 transgender 
women on variable doses of spironolactone and 
estrogen, 25 percent did not suppress 
testosterone. Baseline testosterone levels and 
spironolactone dosages do not predict successful 
suppression of testosterone levels.” 

Alison Heather examined physiology as it 
related to sport in “Transwoman Elite Athletes: 
Their Extra Percentage Relative to Female 
Physiology,” in a 2022 article for the International 
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Journal of Environmental Research and Public 
Health: “The descriptive critical review discusses 
the inherent male physiological advantages that 
lead to superior athletic performance and then 
addresses how estrogen therapy fails to create a 
female-like physiology in the male. Ultimately, the 
former male physiology of transwoman athletes 
provides them with a physiological advantage over 
the cis-female athlete.” 

Or, trans-women retain many of the natural 
advantages that ostensibly were lost in 
transitioning. 

The researchers for “Implications of Gender-
Affirming Endocrine Care for Sports 
Participation,” a 2023 article from Therapeutic 
Advances in Endocrinology and 
Metabolism, found “that transwomen, therefore, 
may retain muscle strength advantages over cis 
women after transition due to cellular or 
epigenetic marks retained from prior life 
exposures to testosterone and myonuclei 
retention.” As well, they said “This study also 
found that for absolute VO2peak, trans-women 
VO2 peak was significantly higher than that of 
cisgender women (20 percent), and significantly 
lower than that of cisgender men (29 percent).” In 
other words, trans-women were more capable in 
terms volume of oxygen than natural women. 

Finally, “Transgender Women in the Female 
Category of Sport: Perspectives on Testosterone 
Suppression and Performance Advantage,” a 
2021 Sports Medicine article and one that the 
ACLU used in its Indiana court case, said, “Thus, 
the muscular advantage enjoyed by transgender 
women is only minimally reduced when 
testosterone is suppressed.” 

I hope that all the scientific information was 
not too boring, but it was necessary since I know 
so little science and because the media sources 
don’t normally mention the science related to the 
issue of trans-females competing against natural 
females. 

On the other hand, I know something about 
philosophy and ethics. As one widely used ethics 
textbook said, justice requires that “equals be 

treated equally, unequals unequally.” The data 
show that trans-girls and trans-women are 
unequal compared with natural females: The 
former male physiology of transwoman athletes 
provides them with a physiological advantage over 
the cis-female athlete. Trans-girls and trans-
women did not earn the advantage by dint of hard 
work but through the use of drugs. They are not 
entitled to the athletic advantage. It is unfair for 
them to compete against natural women and girls. 

Slavery in Historical Perspective 

(April 10) — For people with an interest in 
history, traveling to another country is like being 
in an adult playground, so much that is new and 
different, so much to learn. Such was the case with 
my recent experience in Portugal. 

For one thing, I had little understanding of the 
outsized role Portugal played in the “Age of 
Discovery,” roughly the years 1400 to 1800. 
People and museum signs proudly state that 
Portuguese explorers ushered in the “Age of 
Globalisation.” (Portuguese spelling) Explorers, 
supported by Portugal’s leaders, set sail from the 
country’s Atlantic coast to parts unknown. 

Infante D. Henry, the king’s son, made only 
one voyage but became known as Prince 
Henry the Navigator because he oversaw the 
maritime discoveries and exploration by 
Portuguese sailors. Those adventurous sailors and 
traders took their language to Africa, Asia and the 
Americas. One consequence is that Portuguese, 
the language, is the seventh most spoken language 
in the world. 

The language can be heard in Africa and South 
America, especially Brazil, largely the 
result of colonization and the slave trade. 
Caravels, the fleet ships the Portuguese used for 
transporting light cargo, initially traveled south to 
the west coast of Africa and joined the thriving, 
centuries-old slave trade. The slave traders 
shipped the “cargo” to the town of Lagos (long A, 
long O, S sounding like ‘sh’), the center of 
Portugal’s slave trade. The first slave ship arrived 
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in 1444, more than three centuries before the 
Declaration of Independence. 

Lagos had a museum in the old slave-trading 
square. Displays showed the history of 
slavery, including the mass grave just outside the 
city walls, discovered in 2016. The site had bodies 
in odd positions, suggesting that the dead were 
simply tossed into a pit. Many had hands and feet 
bound by manacles and chains. 

The Fort Sagres Exhibition Center, which 
announces “Europe starts here” since it is the 
farthest western point on the continent, also 
accounted for Portugal’s slavery experience. An 
explanation at one display said that “In 1453, the 
chronicler Gomes Eanes de Zurara wrote an 
emotional account in his “Cronica dos Feitos da 
Guine” (The Chronicle of Discovery and Conquest 
of Guinea) detailing how children were wrenched 
from their mothers’ arms during the harrowing 
separation into groups of the first slaves to arrive 
at the port of Lagos.” The explanation noted the 
pit in Lagos “where several skeletons were found 
with their hands still tied.” The explanation added 
that “Once the Portuguese had developed the 
slave trade … the black slave trade quickly spread 
to all other European countries that had colonies 
in America.” 

Knowing the history, a thinking person should 
conclude that Portugal is owning up to its 
miserable past regarding slavery with such a 
display. A thinking person would observe that the 
slave trade predated the founding of the United 
States by hundreds of years. A thinking person 
should also conclude that the Portuguese started 
the trans-Atlantic slave trade. Finally, a thinking 
person would understand that the Portuguese 
were the buyers of slaves, Africans were the 
sellers. 

That last fact, that Africans were the procurers 
and sellers of Africans, may finally be 
reckoned with by blacks and whites alike. Boston 
University historians Linda Heywood and John 
Thornton believe that 90 percent of the slaves 
sent to the New World were enslaved by other 
Africans. People were captured and enslaved 

during tribal warfare and then sold to European 
slave traders. 

The esteemed Harvard professor, Henry Louis 
Gates, remarked on the “complex business 
partnerships between African elites and European 
traders and commercial agents, the slave trade to 
the New World would have been impossible …” 
These “elites” may have overseen the partnership, 
but Africa’s indigenous population did the 
capturing and procuring in the same way slave 
traders did the buying and transporting. 

Adaoli Tricia Nwaubani wrote in a 2019 Wall 
Street Journal about the time “When Slave 
Traders Were African.” She observed that many of 
today’s blacks in America are reconciling their 
identity with the legacy of their ancestors. 

What I learned in Portugal and from a bit of 
research is that people and media with little sense 
of history simplify the history of the slave trade. 
When they bifurcate the history by saying “whites 
are bad, blacks are good,” they fail to acknowledge 
the complicit role of Africans in the slave trade. 
The Fort Sagres Exhibition Center and the Lagos 
Slave Museum explain the history and 
“own” Portugal’s history. 

I daresay that were the history of the slave 
trade more completely presented to people here in 
the States, the amount of racial hostility would 
diminish. Travel to different countries helps 
people to understand another country but it also 
helps people to understand their own country’s 
history better. However, they must be open to 
learning. 

Men and the Socratic Question 
(April 3) — “When I use a word,” Humpty 

Dumpty said in rather a scornful tone, “it means 
just what I choose it to mean — neither more nor 
less.” Through the Looking Glass by Lewis Carroll 

When I used to bartend, people advised me to 
keep a dictionary handy, that and the works of 
Shakespeare. Patrons could then resolve many 
arguments by resorting to those two sources. 
While dictionaries are especially useful for peace 
in a tavern or a bar, it has not always been so. 
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Centuries before they arrived in western 
civilization, Sumerian and Chinese dictionaries 
had been produced. However, no English 
dictionary appeared in western civilization until 
Robert Cawdrey’s “A Table Alphabetical” in 1604. 
Hence, dictionaries did not exist in ancient Greece 
and people lacked words to classify individual 
objects into kinds of things. While we think red 
socks and blue socks are not different kinds of 
things, people in the ancient world thought of 
them as individual, particular things.  

The world of thinking changed, though, 
through Socrates, Plato and Aristotle. Socrates 
intuited the need for definitions, i.e., concepts, 
that would enable people to sort the objects in the 
world; Plato, Socrates’s student, worked on 
creating definitions by asking the ho ti 
esti question, the “what is it” question; and 
Aristotle, Plato’s student, set about determining 
how definitions should be established. A 
definition must identify and include all objects of 
a kind and exclude all other objects. “Glove” can 
help identify objects and can include a baseball 
glove or a mitten, inasmuch as both serve the 
same function: they protect a person’s hand. The 
word “glove” cannot be used to refer to pants or a 
house.  

Plato established the ground rules for 
formulating definitions. His dialogues always had 
a ho ti esti discussion of ideas related to ethics. In 
the dialogue “Meno,” the “what is it” question is 
about virtue. In his famous “Republic,” the central 
question asks after the essence of justice. In the 
“Symposium,” the question focuses on love, what 
it is and what it is not. 

Aristotle brought the same line of thinking to 
the natural world and realized that some 
informative statements about an object do not tell 
us what it is. Stumbling around at night, a person 
might kick a chair, or a table, or a wall, but the 
word “hard” does not tell us what object was 
kicked. In class, I used to take off a shoe and 
throw it into the hall. I’d ask my students, “Does 
the change of place, from classroom to hallway, 

tell what the object is?” “No,” they said, “it is still a 
shoe.” 

So, we may conclude that knowing where a 
thing is, in the classroom or in the hall, does not 
tell us what the thing is even if it provides correct 
information about the object. The word “blue” 
does not tell us what the object is. An object’s 
color does not differentiate one blue object from 
another blue object. Blue socks and blue gloves 
are not differentiated by the color blue. Or, 
knowing the color of an object does not allow us to 
answer the “what is it” question. And if the last 
statement is true, then it is immediately apparent 
that race inadequately answers the ho ti 
esti question regarding a “human being.” 

Thomas Jefferson, therefore, could write that 
“all men are created equal, that they are endowed 
by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, 
that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit 
of Happiness.” In a disastrous turn, though, the 
word “men” was treated by policy makers as 
exclusively masculine, not the generic, all-
encompassing “man” used widely by writers, 
essayists and politicians. As well, policy in 
America used color to define people. The history 
of the United States shows a more developed and 
better understanding of “human being.” 

Along the way to the development of a fuller 
understanding of “human being,” though, the 
denigration of men occurred. Thus, the Brittanica 
dictionary can include in its explanation of sexism 
this gem: “The extreme form of sexist ideology is 
misogyny, the hatred of women.” And never once 
mention the word used for the extreme hatred of 
men. When I taught, I used to ask my students 
what the hatred of women is called. About 75 
percent knew the word “misogyny.”  No student, 
in my 40-plus years teaching, knew the word for 
the hatred of men. 

The Oxford Language dictionary says sexism is 
“prejudice, stereotyping, or discrimination, 
typically against women, on the basis of sex; 
sexism in language is an offensive reminder of the 
way the culture sees women.” Again, the 
dictionary directs readers to one sex as being 
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victim to sexist behavior in the same way “men” in 
the Declaration of Independence directs people to 
think of liberty only in terms of men. 

In other words, words have power to influence, 
a not-so-novel idea. The Sapir-Whorf Hypothesis, 
in its simplest form, is that language shapes 
perception. Hear the word “yellow” three times 
and the eyes find yellow objects. Not using the 
word for the hatred of men when providing a 
definition of “sexism” leads a person to see sexism 
only when women are the burdened. All those 
court decisions that separated children from their 
fathers in divorce proceedings? Not sexism. All 
those men drafted into the military? Not sexism. 
Sara Ruddick stating in her book “Maternal 
Thinking” that a parent who takes care of the 
children on a daily basis is “a mother no matter 
what the sex?” Not sexism. Articles on parenting 
in publications never using the word ‘father?’ Not 
sexism. 

So you know: The hatred of men is called 
“misandry” and a proper definition of sexism 
would include men, who also suffer “prejudice, 
stereotyping or discrimination.” 

Like STEM fields, Title IX notwithstanding.   
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Milton Friedman: The Last Conservative 

My reading list for the last quarter was 
eclectic, which is just using a college 

word to say that I had no plan and read whatever 
book took my fancy that day. I develop a reading 
list by reading book reviews in 
other publications, relying 
mostly on the Wall Street 
Journal and the Claremont 
Review of Books for suggestions. I 
also look at the new books shelf at 
my local public library and 
frequently pick up a title that 
sounds interesting. It gets me 
started reading, or restarted if I have 
been truant in working that growing 
stack of unread books in my study. 

One book that didn’t need any prompting was 
the new biography of Milton Friedman by 
Stanford historian Jennifer Burns. “Milton 
Friedman: The Last Conservative” (Ferrar, Straus 
and Giroux 2023, 482 pages plus notes, $22 
hardcover at Amazon) is a well-written biography 
that flows so well one doesn’t realize that it is 
nearly 500 pages long. (Although for current 
biographies by academics, this is a short one.) 
This book is both a standard biography and a 
history of economic thought during the twentieth 
century. It was easy for Burns to accomplish both 
purposes as Friedman was involved pro or con in 
nearly all the theoretical debates which occurred 
during his professional life. 

My admiration for Milton Friedman began 
early during my undergraduate years as an 
economics major. It was the high age of 
Keynesianism, an economic structure I just 
couldn’t accept due in no small part to my 
libertarian leanings in those days. The IS/LM 
model of the economy was interesting but seemed 
to lack something fundamental; unfortunately I 
was too economically immature to know exactly 
what. Then I read Friedman’s “Money Mischief” 

and the lightbulb went on. Friedman elegantly 
mated liberty with a realistic understanding of 
what government can do and what it can’t and 
shouldn’t do. 

I didn’t know much about Friedman’s early 
life; I knew him only as the key economist of the 
Chicago school. Burns does an admirable job of 

tracking Friedman’s journey through 
the geography and politics of early 
twentieth century academic and 
governmental economics. It is a 
story of giant personalities and we 
are introduced to those who 
influenced Friedman’s early 
development for good or for bad. 
The list includes Frank Knight, 
Henry Simons, Arthur Burns, F. 
A. Hayek and George Stigler 
among others. 

One tends to think of Friedman as a 
Chicagoite, with good reason as that is where he 
established himself as the leading economist of 
his era, but he also spent time at Columbia and 
the federal Treasury Department. He actually 
participated in the New Deal, which was hard for 
me to swallow, but Burns explains how that was 
an important building block in his philosophical 
foundation.  

It was also interesting to read of the ideological 
battles in the economic field between institutional 
economics and the neo-classicists. It was price 
theory vs. demand models, markets vs. planning 
that was the battlefield. There was even a spirited 
debate over the importance of income equality as 
a natural outcome of capitalism or as a social ill to 
be remediated through governmental action. (The 
more things change the more they remain the 
same.) Friedman broke through this debate by 
positing personal freedom as capitalism’s 
metaphysical premise.  

Another battlefield was the monopoly 
question. Friedman and his school argued that it 
was a problem caused by government and best 
addressed through markets. At that time, and I 
don’t think this has changed materially, the only 
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evidence necessary for governmental intervention 
was the presence of monopolistic-type acts 
regardless of any noncompetitive result.  

Friedman’s influence with conservative 
politicians, Barry Goldwater and Ronald Reagan 
to name just two, had a definite impact on the 
national debate. It was during these decades that 
Friedman parted philosophical ways with Arthur 
Burns during Burns’ tenure as Federal Reserve 
chairman in the Nixon administration. We all 
know where that went, with price controls and 
permanent closing of the gold window.  

Friedman’s interaction with Fed Chairman 
Paul Volcker is an interesting story. Volcker’s 
leadership in reducing rampant inflation is one of 
the most critical points in our modern history, 
given what might have happened if inflation were 
allowed to run amuck. I think Jennifer Burns 
underplays Reagan’s role but then the book isn’t 
about Ronald Reagan. 

Perhaps the most negative or challenging part 
of Friedman’s career was his involvement with 
Augusto Pinochet’s regime in Chile. Burns makes 
it plain that Friedman was not all that involved 
other than indirectly through his influence of the 
Chicago school economists on the ground in Chile. 
Still, he wasn’t able to see the potential damage to 
his reputation that would ensue. 

There were few female economists until recent 
decades but Friedman involved 
those of his time in his research 
projects, most notably Anna 
Swartz who ran the data analysis 
side of their joint monetary 
history study. Swartz’s assistance 
allowed Friedman, a statistician at 
heart, to divorce himself from the 
quotidian task of data collection to 
the essential work of advancing their 
theory of inflation. “Inflation is at all 
times and everywhere a monetary 
phenomenon” remains a truism 
despite its unpleasant odor to 
presidents and finance ministers. Rose 
Friedman’s role is also emphasized as 

she served as Milton’s editor and frequent co-
author. (I understand this relationship; my wife 
Tommy edits all my stuff before I send it on for 
IPR use.) Rose was especially influential in 
pushing the Friedman liberty gospel through the 
TV show “Free to Choose” and its companion 
book. 

Even though I lived through much of what 
Jennifer Burns covers in her book, she caused me 
to think again about the importance of Milton 
Friedman. It can’t be overstated.  

Numbers Rule: The Vexing Mathematics 
of Democracy, from Plato to the Present 

Einstein said coincidence is God’s way of 
remaining anonymous. I couldn’t help but 

appreciate this quote as I was reading “Numbers 
Rule: The Vexing Mathematics of Democracy, 
from Plato to the Present” (Princeton University 
Press 2010, 214 pages plus index, $17 hardcover 
at Amazon) by European mathematician George 
C. Szpiro while I was headed to the polls to vote in 
the May primary. The nexus between Szpiro and 
my ballot decision centered on the Republican 
primary for Third Congressional District 
candidate. Eight candidates, count them . . .  
eight, were on the ballot for an open seat.  

The political and philosophical question is how 
one’s vote contributes to the 
outcome, given Indiana’s first past 
the post rule for awarding victory to 
the largest vote getter, a simple 
plurality’s being all that is 
necessary. What compounded this 
election was the involvement of a 
national PAC’s expenditure of 
hundreds of thousands of dollars 
in a negative advertising 
campaign against the favorite. 
They wasted their money, by 
the way. 
Szpiro’s book addresses the 
electoral conundrums in a 
democracy. First, how does 
the system ensure that the 

The Indiana Policy Review	 Page 49 Summer 2024



THE BOOKSHELF

best of multiple candidates actually wins? Second, 
how does a democracy apportion legislative seats 
in a fair, representative manner? 

The book can be divided 
into two major sections 
addressing these two questions 
although the author does not 
overtly do that. For the first 
question, he begins with Plato’s 
ideal government taken from 
“The Republic.” Starting with 
Plato is always a good idea to my 
way of thinking. Plato carefully 
structures his government with 
appropriate numbers at each 
decision-making point, ensuring 
that votes can be accomplished for 
the good of the republic. Remember 
that this was the philosophical 
construct of the philosopher-kings so 
its relevance to Washington D. C. today can be 
questioned. 

Szpiro then moves to Pliny the Younger and his 
attempt to lay down some rules for jury decision-
making in the Roman Empire when more than 
two choices were available. He then moves 
through medieval history, providing accounts of 
obscure mathematicians, obscure to me at least, 
and their attempts to construct a voting mechanic 
that produced the proper winner.  

The first and most important of these is 
Ramon Llull, a thirteenth century thinker Szpiro 
tags as “the mystic” who wanted to solve the papal 
election controversies using monastic voting as 
his sandbox. He is followed by several more 
mathematicians who tried to present a bias-free 
electoral process. We learn of extended binary 
systems, essentially a March Madness type of one-
on-one election rounds until the final winner 
emerges, to various ranked-choice systems, both 
weighted and unweighted. 

There was a name I recognized in this list, that 
of Charles Dodgson (Lewis Carroll to most of us) 
who got involved in several Oxford University 
election disputes and tried, unsuccessfully, to 

rationalize the process. His story is the same as 
that of all his predecessors – one of 
failure. 
Ranked-choice voting is experiencing 
a contemporary resurgence as 
several electoral reform 
organizations are pushing it as the 
solution to our excessively 
extremist politics. The problem 
with this solution is that it opens 
the door for vote gaming or what 
is known as strategic voting. In 
this scenario a voter chooses his 
top candidate and then ranks 
his closest opponent last, 
promoting ineffectual 
candidates to second place. If 
this is competently 

coordinated, it can have the effect of 
electing a candidate no one actually favors.  

There are several paradoxes that rear their ugly 
heads with each of these schemes. Without going 
into excruciating detail, each of these represents a 
case in which a clearly non-favored candidate 
wins.  

As Szpiro moves into more modern times, he 
introduces game theory and operations research 
as new fields concerned with the same set of 
problems. How does one optimize the result? One 
of many interesting chapters is on social choice 
theory and its applicability to democratic 
processes. He introduces a future Nobel Prize 
winner, Kenneth Arrow, who constructed a model 
for a society to optimize utility within a Cold War 
environment. Long story short, his model only 
works in theory but then he was an economist. 
The chapter was worth the time spent reading, 
however. 

Not to depress the reader but Szpiro concludes 
there is no way to ensure that the most favored 
candidate wins an election with more than two 
options. 

Szpiro then moves on to the issue of 
apportioning seats in a representative assembly. 
He cites examples in Switzerland, France and 
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Israel but his focus is on the history of the 
American House of Representatives. The 
Constitution states that each House member must 
represent at least 30,000 citizens but leaves all 
the details to Congress. Early systems for 
proportional allocation were advanced by 
Alexander Hamilton, Thomas Jefferson and John 
Quincy Adams. Each tended to favor either large 
states or small states when distributing the 
fractional seats. (I won’t go into the math here; 
just read the book if this level of detail interests 
you.) 

The problem was the decennial census which 
must be used to reapportion the House. The 
arguments today all revolve 
around how intra-state 
districts are drawn but 
through most of our history it 
had to do with how seats are 
allocated to each state. No 
surprise here; the Congressional 
decision was more often political 
than academic, although twice 
academic commissions were 
created to recommend formulas.  

During most of the last century, 
the debate was between 
mathematicians at Harvard and Cornell. The 
mathematical principle involved was whether to 
use an arithmetic or a geometric mean to allocate 
the fractional seats. (Note: No matter which 
calculation method is used, it never comes out 
even.) No surprise here: The Congressional 
division was always party-based depending on 
which states were gaining seats versus which were 
losing. Indiana was one of the battlegrounds in 
1960 when one formula awarded us an 11th seat, 
now of course surrendered as well as its 10th 
sibling. 

The book was written in 2010 so one wonders 
if the author might put out an updated edition. 
Still, it is a fascinating look at the inherent 
weakness in any representative democratic entity. 
The next time we are asked to vote for one of more 
than two candidates, whether in May or at our 

local not-for-profit board, Szpiro has some advice. 
Or I should say, he probably doesn’t. 

2034: A Novel of the Next World War 

Human intelligence has failed to solve the 
voting issue but this is the age of artificial 

intelligence. After attending an IPR seminar on 
AI, I resolved to read a fictional account of what 
will happen in a world controlled by AI. A search 
of my local library catalog suggested “2054: A 
Novel” (Penguin Press 2024, 285 pages, $21 
hardcover at Amazon) by Elliot Ackerman and 

Admiral James Stavrides. It turns out 
that “2054” is a sequel to “2034: A 
Novel of the Next World War” 
(Penguin Press 2021, 303 pages, 
$14 paperback at Amazon). I have 
read more than a few World War 
III novels mostly during the Cold 
War so I decided to start with 
“2034.” This is the United 
States against all the bad actors 
out there. Most of the heroes 
die and several cities are 
incinerated by nuclear 

weapons.  It has an apocalyptic 
ending but sets the stage for “2054” to pick up 
with the few survivors and their progeny.  

“2054” follows these characters into the brave 
new dystopian world of AI as the international 
weapon of choice. Keeping track of which nations 
are allied with each other is not easy to follow but 
the basic premise is that scientific geniuses across 
the world are working on what they call the 
“Singularity,” a successful integration of AI with 
genetic engineering to create what one scientist 
refers to as “the mind of God.” There is plenty of 
hubris to go around, enough to wish they 
bothered to read the account of the Tower of 
Babel in Genesis before goosestepping into their 
brave new world.  

The American political environment is 
radically changed from 2034. Mainline Democrats 
and Republicans have merged into one party 
colloquially known as the Dreamers while the 
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extreme left and right are 
together as the Truther party. 
The American president is 
assassinated by medical 
technology and an incredibly 
inept vice president takes over. 
Things can only go downhill 
from there. If you want to read a 
dark prediction of where our 
contentious society is headed, the 
malestream here will offer that.  

I won’t give the ending away but it 
moves from a straight line projection to a leap into 
science fiction. There is something of Frank 
Herbert’s “Dune” here. 

Declassified: A Low-Key Guide to the High-
Strung World of Classical Music 

A fter that trip down dystopian lane, I 
thought something lighter was called for. 

“Declassified: A Low-Key Guide to the High-
Strung World of Classical Music” (G. P. Putnam’s 
Sons 2022, 294 pages, $16 hardcover at Amazon) 
by Arianna Warsaw-Fan Rauch is an irreverent 
yet objective overview of classical music and 
musicians for the hoi polloi. Rauch, a semi-retired 
concert violinist, presents a snarky overview of the 
genre and its practitioners from an insider’s 
viewpoint. She intersperses anecdotes from her 
career, beginning as a young child of musician 
parents whose path in life was set genetically. She 
is opinionated yet humorous in her descriptions of 
composers and their music, and of those who 
perform it. Despite all this, or perhaps because of 
it, the book is a useful introduction to classical 
music for those of us who enjoy listening to it but 
without thinking too deeply about it. Rauch added 
a helpful glossary at the end as well as practical 
instructions on how to listen to classical music 
performed live. Hint: Be careful where you 
applaud. 

“Beating the Dementia Monster: How I 
Stopped the Advance of Cognitive Impairment 
from Alzheimer’s Disease” (Self-published 2020, 
172 pages, $11 paperback at Amazon) by David H. 
Brown and Vaishali S. Phatak, PhD is the story of 

one man’s refusal to surrender to 
advancing Alzheimer’s and his victory 
over it. As a rule I don’t read self-help 
books, which this one sort of is, but it 
was given to me by my pastor when I 
mentioned to him that I was 
concerned with memory issues. 
Brown recounts his path through 
controlled studies, extensive 
testing and multiple professional 

consultations with supporting technical 
citations so readers can consult the original 
sources. Long story short, he not only stopped the 
advance of the disease but even reversed some of 
the brain damage that had occurred. His formula 
for this includes exercise, diet, mental 
stimulation, social interaction, adequate sleep and 
meditative devotional time. I don’t follow the 
extremities of his dietary recommendations and 
sleep remains a problem for me, but I am in line 
with the rest of his list. And the good news for me: 
I don’t exhibit the worst of his symptoms and 
testing has determined that my memory problems 
are just natural aging. So my pastor did his duty 
by recommending the book. 

The Oceans and the Stars: A Sea 
Story, a War Story, a Love Story 

I have about a dozen books stacked up next 
to my reading chair, not-so-patiently 

awaiting their turn, so I am generally reluctant to 
take recommendations on what I should read 
from others, including my wife. But when the IPR 
editor-in-chief gently “suggests” one that he 
thinks will interest me, my German heritage 
counsels me to obey the boss.  “The Oceans and 
the Stars: A Sea Story, a War Story, a Love Story” 
(The Overlook Press 2023, 493 pages, $17 
hardcover at Amazon) by Mark Helprin can be 
classified as naval fiction, in this case set in the 
near future during a war between America and 
ISIS/Iran. The inept and evil president combines 
all the negative characteristics of our past three 
serving presidents and the naval high command, 
uniformed and civil, earns no high marks for its 
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professionalism. But our hero, Captain Stephen 
Rensselaer, prevails against all odds to survive the 
suicide mission ordered by the president and 
brings honor to the flag. Typical naval fiction 
stuff. 

My only criticism is that Helprin inserts too 
many long-winded speeches into the narrative, 
ostensibly to show Rensselaer’s erudition, but the 
lecturing does get old. It reminds one of Jeff 
Shaara’s interminable psychological self-analyzing 
musings of his Civil War generals, all of which got 
me to swear off reading any more from him. 

The editor’s recommendation was a good one, 
as have been the few previous ones he made. If 
you like naval action, heroism and venal 
politicians, you will like this book. You can speed 
read through the love story parts to get back to 
the action. I won’t spoil the 
ending but you know how these 
things always turn out. 

Vanished Kingdoms: The 
Rise and Fall of States and 
Nations 

Eventually my reading 
returned to my favorite 

subject — the Middle Ages. 
“Vanished Kingdoms: The Rise and 
Fall of States and Nations” (Viking 
2012, 739 plus extensive notes, $37 hardcover at 
Amazon) by Norman Davies traces the history of 
19 mostly medieval kingdoms that made but not 
always left their mark on history. Some are 
obscure, such as a small Scottish kingdom based 
on a single mountain, and others were major 
players, such as Aragon and Prussia. The more 
obscure, the more pages it seems Davies devotes 
to them. The more well-known ones such as 
Byzantium and the USSR get fewer pages and 
understandably so. 

Davies’ treatment of Burgundy, a series of 
political entities that in total lasted exactly 1,111 
years and one day, helped me understand how to 
connect the historical Bergundian dots. Connect 
them I did but quickly realized I needed to read 

more about Burgundy. “The Burgundians: A 
Vanished Empire (Head of Zeus 2019, 751 pages, 
$16 paperback at Amazon) by Bart Van Loo and 
translated by Nancy Forest-Flier told me more 
than I probably wanted to know but I asked for it. 
Much of Van Loo’s time is spent on what one 
might call the Flemish period, when historic 
Burgundy controlled Flanders. It was from this 
union that the Holy Roman Emperor Charles V of 
Reformation fame (or infamy) descended. 

Van Loo gives adequate attention to the 
kingdom’s origin in modern Switzerland and its 
encompassing southeast France and northwest 
Italy. Franche-Comte, a current region in France, 
is translated as the Free County (of Burgundy) but 
distinct from the Duchy of Burgundy. Are you 

keeping all that straight?  
Both Van Loo’s and Davies’ books 
are for medievalists or nerds like 
me, not the general reading public. 
What makes Davies’ book valuable 
is his division into separate 
chapters for each kingdom, 
allowing one to read only what 
interests. My problem was that it 
all interested me.  — Mark 
Franke 
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The Outstater 
Envy on the Court 

(June 8) —  The Caitlin Clark controversy gives 
us a chance to argue the point that America is not 
divided by race (or no more than any other society 
since the beginning of time) but rather is divided 
by envy. And that, sadly, is on the Chennedy 
Carter side of things. 

Envy, as regular readers of this space know, is 
a fascinating subject — and a powerful if ugly 
social force. Socialism, for instance, being 
otherwise nonsensical, seems to survive on an 
endless supply of envy as does Joe Biden’s 
Democrat Party. 

To back up for a moment. Clark is a star player 
for the Indiana Fever in the Women’s National 
Basketball Association (WNBA). Chennedy Carter 
is a player for the Chicago Sky who fouled Clark so 
brutally in a recent game that it would have been a 
criminal assault had it occurred on the street. 
Carter, just prior to the assault, seemed to mouth 
a malediction. 

Applying envy analysis to the Clark-Carter 
incident is Dr. Anne Hendershott, a professor of 
sociology and author of “The Politics of Envy” 
writing in the American Spectator: 

“In some ways, envy is the worst of the deadly 
sins because it leads to so many of the others. 
The resentment that accompanies envy often 
erupts in the kind of anger and resentful rage we 
are seeing on the basketball court. It is 

inextricably intertwined with pride. Often called 
the ‘sin of sins,’ the sin of pride is — like the sin 
of envy — a narcissistic preoccupation with self. 
The truly envious are the truly prideful who 
believe that no one is more deserving of 
advantages and rewards than they are.” 

In a civilized model, which the WNBA ain’t, 
Carter would have been removed from society for 
a time. Instead, she was given an infraction (later 
upgraded to flagrant) and allowed to continue 
play. Indeed, several of her teammates and not a 
few sports commentators have applauded her. She 
is enjoying a degree of fame as a “victim” of 
racism heretofore denied anyone paid $64,000 a 
year to play a game. 

Racism? How is that? For an answer, you will 
need to dive into the sociology of envy.  

To begin, what makes envy fascinating is that it 
is the only human failing that is rarely publicly 
confessed. You hear people admit to being thieves, 
pedophiles, even murderers (all for good reason, 
of course) but not to being envious. That is 
because as the envious they are admitting to being 
both inferior and unwilling to do anything about it 
— not an attractive look.  

A related thing about the envious is that they, 
unlike the merely jealous, don’t have a plan to 
improve their situation but only one to degrade 
yours. Victim-ism is all they know, South Africa, 
Haiti, Chicago serving as working examples. 

So you are asked to ignore the video and 
believe the assault on Clark was not envy-driven 
but rather justified because of pent-up frustration 
born of supposed unfairness in renumeration, 
which, her supporters claim, is prima fascia 
evidence of racism.  

The problem, they said, was that white WNBA 
stars are unfairly worth more to marketers. This is 
in a league, please know, made up of less than 10 
percent white starters playing for what might be 
called plantation wages. (Recall the Washington 
Generals, hapless traveling companions of the 
Harlem Globetrotters.) 

Anyway, does Carter’s rationale hold up? We 
call as our judge and jury Mr. Michael 

Thomas Hoepker, Sept. 11, 2001  
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“Republicans buy shoes too” Jordan, a man 
remarkably free of either envy or anyone in his 
chosen field worthy of the emotion. And Clark is 
proving in gate receipts and viewership that she is 
in fact worth more than Carter, racial 
identification or basketball skills aside. But do we 
now require WNBA fans to buy endorsed products 
in some sort of melanin ratio? 

Chennedy Carter needs to be called out. If she 
isn't, those with her mindset will bring us all 
down. 

Globalism for All 
“You can predict the actions of a large 

government, corporation or institution by 
imagining it being run by a cabal of its enemies.” 
— unknown 

(May 26) — A mantra here, and thank you for 
having indulged it all these years, is that we are 
against higher taxes not only because we 
can’t afford them but because they allow 
government to grow so big we can’t figure out 
what it is up to. 

There now is a corollary. It is that big 
government allows mere officials to fancy 
themselves captains of industry, Eric Holcomb 
providing a pluperfect example. 

The outgoing governor no longer will be 
dealing with the simple, mundane tasks of fixing 
potholes and keeping Hoosier families above 
water. He is leading us in a global endeavor.  

This, please know, is of such complexity and 
scope it requires the brainpower of the elite of our 
corporations and institutions, many of whom the 
governor gathered for a summit in Indianapolis 
last week. The goal: To make Indiana the center of 
a worldwide economic empire.  

Toward that end, like it or not, you have been 
drafted into a partnership with the private firm 
Elevate Ventures (whoever they are) to launch a 
$100-million “fund” that the governor says “will 
help entrepreneurs to grow their businesses at the 
later stages of their development (however that is 
determined).” 
 

Got that? The money — millions and million of 
dollars — will come from private and institutional 
investors, without strings, inspired by the 
governor’s vision. Still, we have questions: 

If Indiana is such a good deal, why aren’t the 
private investors just doing it themselves, why do 
they need to leverage our government? 

And if the projects need a boost from officials 
in high places, what’s the vigorish? 

You may be willing to grant Holcomb good 
intentions but the details apparently are too 
sensitive for him to share. So to find out exactly 
how this is to be done, you will need to put an 
investment banker or two under oath. Meanwhile, 
the best independent description of the summit 
available, boosterish though it may be, comes 
from Chris Essex at WTHI-TV: 

“The leaders will consider how to navigate 
global trade winds, build supply chain resiliency 
in critical industries, and harness defense strategy 
and innovation in the face of global conflict. They 
will also conduct business-to-business 
matchmaking and discuss ways to address global 
challenges such as economic security and 
workforce.” 

We’re not buying it. A dog whistle sounded 
that the Indiana checkbook is now open to any of 
the world’s rent-seekers (900 summit attendees 
from 30 countries) who can promise the ruling 
elite here a ribbon-cutting. 

Again, there may be moves an Indiana 
governor can make with honest bankers in 
addition to simply encouraging a productive, 
hard-working, family-centered work force and a 
fair tax and regulatory environment. How many of 
us, though, trust Eric Holcomb, using other 
people’s money, to come up with them? 

Watch for him to be named a global economic-
development ambassador of some sort. The 
potholes will have to fix themselves. 

‘Winning’ Is for Losers 

(May 22) — You realize, don’t you, that this 
Sunday’s Indy 500 won’t be an actual race? It will 
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be more of an exercise — a spectacle, if you will — 
in adeptness at fudging rules and regulations to 
one’s advantage, that and quickness in changing 
tires and refueling. 

That’s because there is nary a nut or bolt that 
isn’t officially specified. The identical 2.2-liter 
twin-turbocharged V6 engines are designed for 
fairness not victory. As are the requirements in 
aerodynamic design, fuel and weight limits, 
aeroscreens and tire compounds. And don’t talk to 
me about “safety,” an abstract when you have 
agreed to jostle 33 other drivers for position at 
230 miles per hour.  

Face it, the Borg-Warner trophy is not for 
trying to go the fastest per se but rather for testing 
the limits of the IndyCar Series Rulebook 
(updated annually). Let that soak in for a minute. 

Now you are ready to hear that your favorite 
professional football or baseball team is not really 
trying to win the pennant or whatever — not in a 
concerted way, at least. True, the first baseman is 
trying his darnedest, as might be the shortstop. 
The manager, though, has traded a better-
hitting shortstop away in the off season along with 
two star relievers, all on the orders of the owner 
who is liquidating talent this season. 

Why? He is pursuing a longterm investment 
strategy that may or may not have anything to do 
with baseball. At best, your team is angling for a 
higher draft position and has written the season 
off — “tanking,” they call it. 

The truth is that the incentives of big-time 
sports now line up so that your team can be a 
loser and still be highly profitable. How? Stadium 
bonding deals, revenue sharing, lower payroll 
costs and the sale of future potential through the 
magical narrative of “rebuilding.” Winning may 
not have a lot to do with it. A dumb fan base 
helps. 

You don’t want to know what the Biden 
administration’s promotion of generals enthralled 
with diversity, equity and inclusion fairness has 
done to national defense. 

Vince Lombardi, the legendary coach of the 
Green Bay Packers, had something to say about 

winning but he is often misquoted. He didn’t say 
winning is the only thing. He said that “the will to 
win” is the only thing. 

So much for that. We are now living in the 
world of Harrison Bergeron, the dystopian 
character of the Kurt Vonnegut story where a 
“Chief Handicapper” determines that the strong 
must wear weights and the beautiful masks. A 
more sedate example: To win the Bermuda World 
Bridge (cards) Championship, you have to tell 
your opponent your most effective bidding 
conventions — fairness, again. 

This dampening of the human drive to excel, to 
win, has spread throughout our society. If winning 
has become a mere social construct, then it is 
smart to just hang around until somebody 
gives you a participation trophy. There’s no need 
to work to deserve it.  

The novelist Joseph Epstein has written an 
essay on that point, “Everyone Gets a Trophy.” He 
argues that our most prestigious national and 
international awards have less and less to do with 
prestigious national and international 
accomplishments. 

For example, the Presidential Freedom Medal 
(to Nancy Pelosi, for god’s sake) has become a 
partisan tableau. “And when the Nobel Prize for 
Literature went to Bob Dylan in 2016, what 
prestige remained was all but blown away,” 
Epstein says. “His songs have nothing to do with 
literature, and most, in any case, are derived from 
Woody Guthrie.” 

We join Epstein in awaiting the day the 
literature prize goes to Barbara Blackburn, holder 
of the Guinness world record in speed typing, 
which ought to finish the prize off completely 
along with our civilization. No, wait, she’s not of 
the correct racial identity. 

To sum up, a personal note: My daughter was 
dragged to so many of her older brothers’ soccer 
and football games, fiercely competitive back 
then, that she now owns a sweatshirt that reads, “I 
just want both teams to have fun.” 

Well, that’s where we are. Gentlepersons, start 
your engines. 

The Indiana Policy Review Page 56  Summer 2024



BACKGROUNDERS

Governing by Semaphore 

(May 17) — An economist friend has 
introduced me to the contract theory of 
“Signaling.” Very useful. You are going to need it 
the next time you hear an important official 
pronouncement. 

The most well-known model involves job 
applicants signaling their ability level to potential 
employers. They might do this by presenting 
education credentials or simply dressing well for 
the interview, any attribute that might be prized 
by an employer. 

The concept is applicable in situations where 
the capacity of the receiving party to access the 
necessary information is limited. Following the 
model above, and if we are talking about a 
constitutional republic, a city official can be 
thought of as the “employee” and a citizen as the 
“employer.” 

Analyzing signals can be complicated, as with 
those coming from university presidents trying to 
mollifying both student activists and alumni 
donors. But for practice, let’s pop-analyze 
something simple — a recent statement by my 
mayor regarding a straightforward shooting in our 
city’s most popular shopping mall, the third in 10 
months, one of them fatal.  

First, the statement (in full) from the mayor, 
the employee with the info, addressing the citizen, 
the employer without the info: 

“I want to thank the (police department) for 
their quick and effective response to the incident 
at (the mall). Violence like this has no place in our 
city. Our public safety team is to be commended 
along with the staff at the mall. It’s important that 
our residents and visitors are able to enjoy our 
community’s amenities without fear, and I want to 
reassure them that (our city) is a safe city. One of 
my top priorities as mayor will always be the 
safety and security of our residents and visitors.” 

Now, the “Signaling” analysis: 
The statement was made during office hours 

the Monday after the Saturday shooting. The 
signaling, then, is that a shooting in a mall, 

although important enough to command a 
mayor’s attention, is not important enough to 
disrupt her weekend routine. 

The first three sentences are self-
congratulatory. The mayor is commending the 
police and first-responders, signaling that she, as 
the person statutorily responsible for the public-
safety workers, is doing a good job.  

The last two sentences stress the importance of 
citizens being able to walk and shop in safety, 
although that safety may be relative during 
episodes of live fire. The signaling is that the 
mayor is not in favor of people being shot. In fact, 
she is against it, all things considered. 

Finally, there are omissions that also are part 
of the signaling, as would be the case if someone 
showed up for a job interview, say, without any 
clothes. In addition to news of the wounded or the 
gunman still being at large, missing from the 
statement is any policy change that might keep 
the incident from repeating.  

Also missing is whether suspicious persons 
such as known gang members now will be stopped 
and frisked for weapons, an effective anti-crime 
tactic of yore (the signaling  indicates not). Also, a 
receiver of the signaling is left to wonder what 
priority might be equal or higher than 
innocents being gunned down in a shopping mall.  

To summarize: There may be shootings in the 
mall now and again but any victims can be 
assured that the mayor will in due time say that 
she is against them — the shootings, that is — that 
and congratulate anyone for whom she is 
responsible for doing their jobs. 

They think we’re idiots, don’t they? 

A Forgotten Man, a Forgotten History 

“We learn from history that we do not learn 
from history.” — Hegel 

(May 13) — I am not a big social media 
guy (too old), but last week I ran across a Twitter 
thread that is the most succinct description of 
Arnold Toynbee’s great “A Study of History.” 

The thread was posted by Thinking West, a 
group that promotes the study of the western 
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canon, classical approaches to education and 
commentary on history, philosophy, culture, 
education and religion. I offer it to the 
membership, hoping that some of you will print it 
out and save it in your binders. 

First, some background. Post-modern 
academia canceled Toynbee when it realized that 
he did not divide all history into the oppressed 
and the oppressors. Today, you would have a hard 
time finding anyone under age 50 on a university 
campus who has ever heard of him. 

That is too bad for us because Toynbee’s work, 
published from 1934 to 1961, based on his survey 
of 29 civilizations in a 12-volume set of three 
million words and about 7,000 pages plus 412 
pages of indices, has proven both definitive and 
prescient. “Toynbee was eerily right about what 
has happened in the West after his death,” said 
the political scientist Charles Murray 
recently. “But his kind of history wasn’t 
fashionable by the 1960s.” 

You can judge for yourself from the Thinking 
West outline below. If you dare, check the points 
that particularly apply to 2024: 

“Civilizations die from suicide, not by murder,” 
according to Toynbee. He claimed every great 
culture collapses internally due to a divergence in 
values between the ruling class and the common 
people. 

Through his study, he developed a model of 
how cultures develop and finally die. Toynbee 
argued that civilizations are born primitive 
societies as a response to unique challenges — 
pressures from other cultures, difficult terrain or 
“hard country,” or warfare “Civilizations, I believe, 
come to birth and proceed to grow by successfully 
responding to successive challenges.”  

But each challenge must be a “golden mean” 
between excessive difficulty, which will crush a 
culture, and ease, which will allow it to stagnate. 
He believed civilizations continued to grow so 
long as they meet and solve new challenges, one 
after the other, in a cycle he calls “Challenge and 
Response.”  

Thus, each civilization develops differently 
because each confronts and overcomes different 
challenges. But societies do not respond to 
challenges as a whole; rather, it’s a unique class of 
elites within a society that are the problem-
solvers.  

He calls them the “creative minorities” who 
find solutions to challenges, and inspire — rather 
than force — others to follow their lead. The 
masses follow the solutions of the creative 
minorities by “mimesis” or imitation, solutions 
they would have otherwise been incapable of 
discovering on their own. This synchronicity 
between the creative minorities (which can 
emerge or reemerge at any time) and the masses 
brings civilization to its height. 

Toynbee did not attribute the breakdown of 
civilizations to environmental forces or external 
attacks by other civilizations. Rather, it is the 
decline of the creative minority that leads to a 
culture’s downfall. 

Through moral decay or material prosperity, 
the creative minority degenerates. They are no 
longer the great men who solve society’s problems 
but are simply a ruling class intent on preserving 
their power. They become what Toynbee calls the 
“dominant minority.” 

Toynbee points to a kind of self worship that 
takes hold of the dominant minority. They become 
prideful about their positions of authority yet are 
wholly inadequate to deal with the culture’s new 
challenges. 

Ultimately the dominant minority, incapable of 
solving their culture’s actual problems, form a 
“universal state” in a gambit to shore up their 
power, but it stifles creativity and subjugates the 
proletariat (common people). Toynbee used the 
Roman Empire as a classic example. 

“First, the Dominant Minority attempts to hold 
by force — against all right and reason — a 
position of inherited privilege which it has ceased 
to merit; and then the proletariat repays injustice 
with resentment, fear with hate, and violence with 
violence.” 
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As society deteriorates, four sentiments exist 
within the proletariat: archaism, idealization of 
the past; futurism, idealization of the future; 
detachment, removal of oneself from a decaying 
world; and transcendence, confronting the 
decaying world with a new worldview. 

From the disunity between the dominant 
minority and the proletariat, and between the 
different proletariat dispositions, a unified culture 
is impossible, and the civilization eventually ends. 

Political Ads Cost but Don’t Pay 

(May 10 ) — Ruminating over the results of the 
gubernatorial primary, it is encouraging that the 
electorate rejected the lavishly funded campaigns 
of the three economic-development wizards, Brad 
Chambers, Eric Doden and Susan Crouch. 

Not, of course, that they dwelled on “economic 
development” per se, its reputation having been 
tarnished by a series of scams and failed projects. 
Rather, they campaigned on the vague promise 
that government, specifically in the form of an 
enlightened person such as themselves sitting on 
a suitable throne, could somehow create wealth by 
fiat (rather than by simply getting out of the way).  

That is a promise that Hoosiers, bless them, 
apparently don’t buy however well-packaged. In 
fact, they seemed to have ignored the massive 
advertising campaigns by staying home, a point to 
be picked up later. 

We are reminded of the observation of the late 
Ron Reinking, an adjunct of this foundation and a 
Certified Public Accountant who spent a lifetime 
tracking the financial follies of individuals, 
corporations and towns. 

Reinking, as far back as 2007, was explaining 
to foundation members that so-called economic 
development (eco-deco) was a sham. He said 
there is a reason some communities succeed and 
some don’t and it doesn’t have anything to do with 
the Indiana Economic Development Corporation: 

“Indiana history tells us that prosperity comes 
to those communities that understand the 
inherent economic differences between private 

and public money and are wary of commingling 
the two.” 

Reinking referred specifically to the case of the 
Ball brothers and the decision to locate their glass 
plant (a huge industrial investment at the time) in 
Muncie rather than across the state line in 
Bowling Green. The history, told by Frank Ball in 
his 1937 memoir, is that the Ball brothers had 
narrowed their search to Muncie and Bowling 
Green, both cities having a large supply of natural 
gas for firing glass. 

In Bowling Green, the city council had been 
arguing for over a week about an incentive 
package that required issuance of a municipal 
bond secured by property taxes. The use of a 
property tax split the community into two 
factions, one with property and one without. 

Frustrated by the bickering and division, the 
Ball brothers left for Muncie where, as it turned 
out, a decision was ready and waiting. A syndicate 
of businessmen there (independent of local 
government) had purchased 120 acres 
surrounding the site proposed for a glass plant. 
Here is Dr. Cecil Bohanon, an economist at Ball 
State University, on Muncie’s ultimately 
successful proposal: 

“I doubt if they gave the gift ($5,000 and seven 
acres) to the Ball brothers entirely out of public 
spiritedness. I think they gave it on the promise of 
the development that would ensue, from the 
prospects of an increase in the value of their 
property adjacent to the Ball plant. Yes, these 
folks may also have been public-spirited; I have 
no question that they were. But they also had 
private interests. Back in Bowling Green, where 
public spiritedness was supposed to rule, 
everyone was arguing and trying to pick each 
other’s pockets.” 

Since then, sad to say, every big to mid-sized 
city in Indiana, including Muncie, has ignored the 
Ball brothers’ lesson and Bohanon’s advice to 
adopt the Bowling Green model of economic 
development, thereby missing a golden 
opportunity for this state to distinguish itself. 
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You can watch the eco-devo pocket-picking in 
real time in the Indianapolis battle over who gets 
to leverage which public funds to capture which 
soccer franchise and the lucrative side hustles that 
go with it. And they have added a twist to the 
game, e.g., to leverage public funds to build 
“pipelines” to carry natural gas, water, grant 
money, etc, from the politically weak to the 
politically strong as is attempted in the LEAP 
project. (See the classic movie, “Chinatown.”) 

But again, this politics of taking money from 
some people and giving it to other people can be 
complex as well as inefficient. Indeed, it requires 
the creation of a sham on top of a sham — mass 
media without any mass, advertising that doesn’t 
pay but only costs. (We ignore for now 
the thought that our  advertising mediums (radio, 
television and newspapers) have woked away their 
influence and therefore their value.) 

In any case, for Republicans the gubernatorial 
primary saw $45.6 million in advertising 
spending, making it the most expensive 
gubernatorial primary of the 2024 cycle, the sixth 
most expensive of all time and the third most 
expensive in Indiana’s history. All of that for what 
is expected to be a record low turnout of only 20 
percent in some counties. That is a yield for 
advertisers and mailers of fully $70 for each 
measly GOP voter they may or may not have 
helped steer to the polls.  

Reinking, the accountant, would be looking at 
those numbers and calling for a court-
supervised audit. 

Crime Goes Around, Comes Around 

(May 6) — Omission, the dog that doesn’t 
bark, is a powerful indicator in public policy. And 
so it was for a recent shooting in the food court 
of my city’s premier mall, once the largest and 
most popular in the state. Officialdom uttered not 
so much as a whimper. 

The shooting was not statistically significant. 
Still, it was the third at the mall in recent months, 
including a murder. There was more than one 
parent saying a silent prayer of gratitude that they 

had not taken a child shopping as planned this 
last Saturday afternoon. 

Not too long ago the mall was a destination 
point for shoppers from three states with its 
intersecting promenades, carousel and ice rink, all 
crowded with families. 

That is gone, or soon to be gone. It has been 
made clear that it is unreasonable, even unfair, to 
expect to be safe. You know that by how the media 
and authorities are treating any unfortunate 
incidents. A shooting? Nothing special. Get used 
to it. 

The police chief sounded no alarm about what 
was treated as little more than an item on the 
police blotter. Indeed, 24 hours later we didn’t 
have even a sketchy descriptions of those 
involved. Coulter’s law was in effect, i.e., that the 
longer you don’t know the race or sexual 
preference of the suspects the more likely they 
belong to a protected identity. 

So our new mayor, selected by the DEI wing of 
the Democrat Party, was especially silent. Nor did 
the GOP leadership have anything to say. Keep in 
mind that only hours earlier shoppers (citizens, 
constituents) had fled screaming and 8-year-old 
girls had sheltered in place for long, terrifying 
minutes with no help in sight. 

Here is what could not be said out loud: If 
there are shootings in certain neighborhoods, you 
should not complain when there are shootings in 
your neighborhood. Again, get used to it or be 
racist. 

This insanity is the result of a woke taboo. It 
holds that profiling is never, ever permitted no 
matter the danger to public safety. One day it was 
okay for police to pull over a suspicious motorist 
or confront menacing youths, the next day it was 
not okay. 

The late Walter Williams was asked what he 
thought about that. Williams, an economist at 
George Mason University and a product of the 
Philadelphia housing projects, said he was 
ashamed to be a member of a group whose actions 
begged profiling.  

That sounds about right.  
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Please know that none of this is Sherlock 
Holmes material. Any cognizant person, let alone 
an experienced police officer, can spot those in a 
crowd or on the road who need careful watching. 
Absent that standard, law-abiding visitors are 
going to be sparse. Few parents will accept even 
the longest odds that a child will be felled by hot 
lead on a shopping trip. 

And it’s going to get worse. 
The economist John Lott Jr. is one who will 

say it: Law enforcement in cities is collapsing. He 
argued in the April 24 Wall Street Journal that 
contrary to election-year narrative and official 
claims, crime is headed for record levels. The 
reported decline is a function of less reporting, he 
says, not less crime:  

“While the rate of reported violent crime fell 
2.1 percent between 2021 and 2022 (why report a 
crime if nobody is going to get charged?), the 
National Crime Victimization Survey shows that 
total violent crime — reported and non-reported 
— rose from 16.5 incidents to 23.5 per 1,000 
people. Non-reported violent crime in 2022 
exceeded the 2015-19 average by more than 17 
percent.”  

The cost? It is ironic or perhaps just sad that 
our economic-development wizards are now 
leveraging tens of millions of local tax dollars to 
create a new “destination point” in a district even 
more vulnerable to the disruption of crime and its 
enabling political influences. 

Buckle up for life in the 24th year of the 21st 
century of the 3rd millennium. 

Eric Holcomb to the IU Ramparts 

“Universities spent years saying that activism 
is not just welcome but encouraged on their 
campuses. Students took them at their word.” — 
Tyler Austin Harper in the this month’s Atlantic 

(May 3) — Was there a better way to handle 
the pro-Palestinian protests at Indiana 
University? Yes, but not for the reason you might 
think. 

Carrying images of beheaded babies and 
slaughtered families, the Palestinian “cause” was 

historically dubious from the start and now is the 
most untenable in the history of mankind. Worse, 
it is pushed forward by narcissistic, pampered and 
ill-informed products of our own education 
system.  

Perhaps that’s the point, e.g., that they can take 
even a 7th-century argument and force us to take 
them seriously. 

Whatever, Gov. Eric Holcomb moved in the 
direction that many Hoosiers viscerally preferred, 
that is, to boot the campus ingrates and their 
masked Soros buddies clear to Gaza if possible. 
But again, was there a better idea? 

By marshaling State Police to Dunn Meadow, 
Holcomb obscured the question of why he or his 
IU trustees hadn’t seen any of this coming. They 
had accepted the counsel of the university’s silly 
wing, the one that imagines IU becoming a little 
Brussels on Clear Creek, one of the nation’s top 
school for international enrollment and, alas, for 
international thinking. 

It never occurred that some of these globe-
trotting students (4,000 and counting) were not 
here to soak up the ambiance at the Memorial 
Union. Rather, the repopulation of the 
Bloomington campus included a thousand non-
assimilating students pledged to the Chinese 
Communist Party as well as unknown Arab 
nationals sympathetic to, or at least justifying of, 
Palestinian terrorism. All of these, to the bursar’s 
delight, paid the full $58,00 a year in direct and 
indirect costs, lived in university housing and ate 
university food. 

Nor did the Holcomb team prepare for protests 
that, unlike the social gatherings of my anti-draft 
era, would more resemble the storming of the 
Winter Palace at Petrograd (the tents can remain 
up until you murder the Czar and his children, but 
not one minute longer). 

The police action left the impression of the 
problem being solved, the trustees and the IU 
administration free to carry on as 
before. Certainly, there may be a new 
IU president, the old one being paid off as you 
would a losing basketball coach. Nothing else, 
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however, will change. The 800 faculty members 
who signed a letter complaining that the 
university was not sufficiently left-leaning will 
return grumbling to their classrooms to co-opt 
sophomores for decades to come. 

A better idea is aired by Chris Rufo of the 
Manhattan Institute. He recommends that Red 
State governors leave their campuses to stew in 
their own juices: “Make the Left own its pro-
Hamas faction, or, alternatively, force the Left to 
deal with it — by punishing wrongdoers and 
restoring order, at whatever political cost this may 
exact (on them). Let university presidents 
discover the consequences of their actions (or 
inactions) – and gently increase pressure from the 
outside.” 

Look, there’s nothing sacred about Harvard, 
Yale or Columbia and certainly not Indiana 
University. They created this problem and they 
can solve it — or lose students, funding and 
prestige to those that will. 

Something like that happened at one of my 
alma maters some years ago. Students protesting 
a rumored instance of racial bias set up an 
encampment on the university quad. The 
governor stayed out of it and let the school 
administration and the media muck around 
with the issues for a few months. The next year’s 
admission numbers were down more than 15 
percent while a competing state school 
experienced an unexpected influx. Miiracle of 
miracles, it has been a relatively quiet place to get 
an education ever since. 

This week, FAFSA-weary Indiana parents are 
at the kitchen table trying to decide in which of 
our state schools to entrust the future of their 
children, few of whom are Palestinians and fewer 
still are terrorist sympathizers with purple hair 
and strong feelings about Mideast ethno-
geopolitics. They may be resigned that IU is their 
only practical choice — or, considering recent 
events, not.  

Eric Holcomb, as usual, won’t be a factor. 

Why Not Just Kiss IU Goodbye? 

(April 30) — “Our university must create a 
space for meaningful dialogue, while ensuring 
that our campus is safe and welcoming to all, and 
that peaceful protest, as many experienced today, 
symbolizes our steadfastness to the free 
expression of ideas,” Whitten wrote ineffectually 
days before this week’s campus melee. 

For those of you who still care whether Indiana 
University remains in Indiana, here is a 
boilerplate press release for IU President Pam 
Whitten:  

“This is not complicated: The (university) is not 
a daycare, and we do not treat protesters like 
children — they knew the rules, they broke the 
rules, and they’ll face the consequences. For 
many days, we have patiently told protesters — 
many of whom are outside agitators — that they 
were able to exercise their right to free speech 
and free assembly. And we also told them that 
clearly prohibited activities would result in a 
trespassing order (barring them from all 
university properties for three years) and an 
interim suspension from the university. For 
days, (the university) patiently and consistently 
reiterated the rules. Today, individuals who 
refused to comply were arrested after (the 
university) gave multiple warnings and multiple 
opportunities to comply.” 

The statement is based on one released this 
week by the University of Florida, where any 
serious scholar or researcher will be heading 
unless Gov. Eric Holcomb sets aside his 
retirement planning long enough to direct the IU 
Board of Trustees to provide some adult 
supervision.  

While the trustees are at it, they can help the 
700 IU facility members who signed a petition 
presuming management prerogative to find better 
jobs elsewhere. 

Sometimes problems solve themselves. 
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Let’s Hear it for Aristocracy 

(April 25) — I’m going to try to make a case for 
aristocracy. Wish me luck. 

I will back into it by applying Thomas Sowell’s 
famous test, “Compared with what?” American 
democracy has taken a nasty turn toward identity-
driven politics. At the same time, it is increasingly 
captured by grasping private interests, mainly 
corporate ones, but also by bureaucratic powers 
and public-sector unions.  

The French philosopher Ernest Renan was 
surely right that elections can be triumphs of 
mediocrity “putting knaves and quacks upon the 
throne.” And the quip of a British critic stings: “If 
you didn’t like taxation without representation, 
how do you like it with representation?” 

Most of Indiana’s large and mid-sized cities are 
now in the hands of what the political scientist 
Francis Fukuyama calls “clientism,” that is, bread-
and-circus economic development, race-based 
politics and favor-swapping between special 
classes of citizens. It is not reassuring that 
this clientelism is distinguishable from patronage 
only by its link to voter solicitation 
(machine democracy). 

Christopher Caldwell, a reviewer of 
Fukuyama’s recent “Political Order and Political 
Decay,” expands on the point. Let me quote at 
length to preserve the import: 

“While ‘diversity’ can be a source of strength, it 
is more often a source of dissension and 
weakness. The tribal cast that U.S. clientelism 
has taken on in the age of affirmative action is a 
subject few academic political scientists will 
touch with a stick. This includes the generally 
bold Fukuyama, who will say only that ‘ethnicity 
serves as a credible indication that a particular 
political boss will deliver the goods to a targeted 
audience.’ But Kenya, for instance, is far enough 
away to permit him to be much more specific: 
‘Today, one of the main functions of ethnic 
identity is to act as a signaling device in the 
clientelistic division of state resources,” he 
writes. ‘If you are a Kikuyu and can elect a 
Kikuyu president, you are much more likely to 

be favored with government jobs, public works 
projects and the like.’”  

Please know that none of this was imposed on 
us. Rather it was chosen, quite democratically by 
the way. The thought here is that our situation 
could be improved by a measured dose of 
aristocratic thinking — with a 
small a, no heraldry, thrones or such, but a nod to 
some sort of generation-spanning interest. We’ve 
tried the Obamas of Chicago, now let’s try the 
Crowleys of Downton Abby. 

Such a nod was the practice before 1913 of 
selecting U.S. senators by the state legislatures. 
The idea was that senators thus chosen would 
represent the established political order in each 
state. As such, they would be more likely to take 
the longer view, that they would be a check on the 
rushed demands of envious populism in the 
House. 

Another such nod was the mid-century 
Rotarian impulse of Main Street America. The 
families owning local commerce and industry 
until the 1960s were expected to shoulder the 
duties of community leadership. The assumption, 
largely born out, was that regardless of personal 
character they would have an incentive to help 
their neighbors prosper long-term. They had an 
interest in passing on their businesses to sons and 
daughters living in a vibrant community as well as 
an interest in securing the well-being of a 
productive local workforce. 

Corporate managers on five-year business 
plans — “occupiers,” a friend calls them — do not 
seem able to manage that. 

Certainly all of that is gone, never to return. 
Still, if we better understand what has been lost 
we will  be better prepared to reform a democratic 
process under stress, perhaps merely in more 
discerning choices at the ballot box. I’ll leave you 
with the thoughts of the historian Will Durant (a 
tip of the hat to Jash Dholani, “the Old Books 
Guy”): 

There are grand tasks requiring generations of 
coordination, and democracy is incapable of them. 
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A democratically elected leader can never build a 
pyramid. 

Societies cannot change quickly on democratic 
whim. Humane governing requires they move 
slowly. Progressing by trial and error racks up 
Stalinesque body counts. 

“The sanity of the individual lies in the 
continuity of his memory; the sanity of a group 
lies in the continuity of its traditions.” 

Equality, Durant warns, is the breeding ground 
of violence: “Peace is between unequals; the 
pretense of equality brings a perennial tug of 
war.” Only by accepting the “natural inequality of 
men in both intellect and will can we realize the 
“hypocrisy of egalitarian institutions.” 

Or for you Francophiles out there, Le roi est 
mort, vive le roi!  

The Pareto of Campaign Promises 

(April 16) — I am making a list of campaign 
promises leading up to this primary election. No, 
this is not meant to be a cynical exercise to bash 
the political class. I am sincerely trying to 
understand, with all these promises flying around, 
why nothing ever happens.  

I may have discovered it — or them, several 
principles of political life that will help you sort 
out this season’s candidates. 

An adjunct of our foundation, Dr. Sam Staley, 
first introduced us to what he called “the Ten 
Percent Rule” for analyzing budgets. It says that in 
any particular effort if the budget is not changed 
by at least 10 percent either up or down, nothing 
will really happen. And that is regardless of the 
nobility of the effort, e.g., “Make America Great 
Again.” 

In respect to this primary campaign, local 
examples would be the promise to eliminate 
Indiana’s relatively small income tax or the 
promise to leverage government funding to invest 
in rural Indiana. In both examples, the dollar 
amounts sound impressive but they are minuscule 
in relation to either the tax burden in its entirety 

or the macro-economic challenges of rural 
communities.  

Even if such promises survive intact our envy-
skewed democratic process, a possibility close to 
zero, they ignore Staley’s Ten Percent Rule. Again, 
nothing really would happen; the only real change 
being one or another candidate’s election — the 
sole purpose, please know, of the promised policy 
change. 

There is another concept that is as useful in 
assessing candidates. It is “the Pareto Principle” 
or more commonly “the 80/20 Rule.” 

The principle states that for many outcomes 
roughly 80 percent of consequences come from 20 
percent of causes. It is an adaption of the work of 
Vifredo Pareto who showed in 1906 that 
approximately 80 percent of the land in the 
Kingdom of Italy was owned by 20 percent of the 
population. 

That, however, better describes the outcome of 
either socialist, fascist or monarchal rule. There is 
a lesser known tangential principle that is more 
applicable to the typical Indiana election. It is 
Pareto Optimal, finding oneself in a situation 
where no policy is available that makes one 
individual better off without making another 
worse off. 

In regard to campaign strategy, for 
conservatives at least, this is like asking your 
candidate to drink battery acid. 

Fortunately for him or her there is a related 
principle with better options. It is the Pareto 
Improvement, where some agents will gain and no 
agents will lose.  

This is GOP nirvana. 
A legal scholar, Richard Epstein, puts a finer 

point on it. He says that Pareto Optimal can 
include one or both of two additional standards 
making for a perfectly designed campaign 
promise:  

Those who may gain by the new policy are so 
much better off that they can compensate those 
who are worse off and still be better off than 
before. 
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Or all gains from the new policy are divided 
among the participants in the project 
proportionate to their investment in it.  

All of which is what is being attempted in 
the ongoing flurry of campaign promises. “(They) 
satisfy the basic utilitarian principle,” Epstein 
says, “that the use of government power should 
create win-win situations.” 

You will note, though, that does not mean 
anything will happen to improve the electorate’s 
general plight or overcome a society-wide 
challenge. The “win-win” applies to the rulers, not 
us. 

And finally this from the late Angelo Codevilla: 
“The key to understanding what political parties 
in power do is the insight, emphasized by Pareto, 
that any organization’s practical objectives turn 
out to be what serves the interests and proclivities 
of its leaders.” 

I apologize. This turned out to be a cynical 
exercise after all. 

A Politics of Bad Intentions 

(April 7) — There are those who worried 
about the next mayor of our city. They have good 
reason. 

We are at a crossroads. Our longtime mayor, a 
Democrat, died leaving a full four-year term. His 
party will caucus later this month to select a 
replacement. The Republicans, given 
ininspired leadership and demographic shifts, 
have gone moribund and are not expected to 
return to power — ever. 

The sad thing is that our mayor, rest in 
peace, the affable owner of a neighborhood 
tavern, loved his city and would not purposefully 
have done anything to harm it. The man was 
nothing if not well-intentioned. 

Not the bunch now grasping for the mayoral 
ring; they’re something else. We are about to 
experience the politics of bad intentions.  

The leading candidates in the caucus include a 
social-justice warrior for the trial lawyers plus two 
finger-wagging guilt mongers from city 

council. All three have made careers out of 
punishing whom they see as the privileged in the 
larger surrounding community. 

Again, this is different. Their typical pet 
projects may include some old-fashioned wealth 
transfers and kickbacks but the point is always to 
“stick it to the man,” make him pay whether their 
constituencies are helped or not. 

Here is an example. Grocery stores, both small 
and large, have left parts of the city because of 
shoplifting, employee theft and violent crime. In a 
policy sense, this presents two options: 1) reduce 
crime so that investment returns; or 2) fund 
government-subsidized groceries. 

The first would work. It would be a boon to the 
neighborhoods in question and to the city as a 
whole. Note, however, that it doesn’t punish the 
right people. No haughty burgher would have to 
pay an extra dime. 

Better, the three say, to have the city set up a 
chain of fanciful money pits, call them grocery 
stores, and quit reporting the shoplifting, 
employee theft and violent crime. Problem solved. 
With any luck and a friendly media you could 
bankrupt the city. 

Now, I would be surprised if any of these 
candidates have a working knowledge of economic 
theory. In their minds, they are not 
socialists. There is a deeper, more basic human 
failing at work here. It is the appeal to envy and 
resentment. If you had to put a face on it, it would 
be one of those ancient sculptures, beheaded and 
vandalized by those who destroy but can’t build. 

Please understand that all of us have struggled 
with envy and resentment at one time in our 
lives. Most of us, though, as we reach adulthood, 
keep them constrained well below the point 
they drive our public policy positions, especially 
the self-defeating ones. 

And know that this is not the same thing as 
jealousy, which might lead to self-improvement, 
hard work and better life choices. Rather, it is the 
politicization of hate — a well-paying endeavor for 
the few, for a while. 

A harsh judgment? Yes, for harsh times. 
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Holcomb ‘Predicts’ an Eclipse 

(April 3) — You can make  too much of this, 
but that Gov. Eric Holcomb has to declare a state 
of emergency to get us through an event fully 
understood for four centuries is pathetic — 
necessary, perhaps, given the state of society, but 
pathetic. 

Tens of thousand of visitors are expected to 
gather in Indiana cities along the path of the 
shadow caused by the upcoming solar eclipse, a 
simple occultation. One would hope it would be 
an occasion to celebrate the scientific 
understanding that Western Civilization has 
wrought. Hail to Johannes Kepler! 

More likely, though, it will involve binge 
drinking as if we were Norse barbarians viewing 
the wolf gods Sköll and Hati catching and 
devouring the moon. 

If there is a justifiable reason to formally 
recognize the event it would be by statists for the 
installation to supremacy of their god, Big 
Government. Holcomb’s austere pronouncement 
reads like an incantation to the statehouse powers 
to save us, as only they can, from an event as 
mysterious and unfathomable as the national 
debt, something only officialdom’s high priests 
have the gift to interpret.  

Historically and in mythology, however, 
eclipses were viewed by the heathen not as a 
moment of salvation but as the death of their 
particular god and a time of agonizing reappraisal. 
Or so I will hope as I sit it out secure in my study 
with my sleeping dog at my feet and a copy of 
Kepler’s “Astronomia Nova” on the coffee table. 

Common Sense 1; Woke 0 

(April 1) — Please forgive this “my faith in 
human nature is restored” moment. 

You do not need anyone to tell you that what 
comes out of a DEI-soaked executive suite is not 
as reliable as the lunch talk on the factory floor. 
You can call it common sense or dispersed 
knowledge but it is what a wiser generation 
depended upon to make life’s decisions. I thought 

it went under in this last wave of political 
correctness, but I was wrong. 

You will be happy to know that it is alive and 
well in the American public. Three decades of 
equity preaching and advocacy journalism, which 
killed the newspaper industry and reduced 
network audiences to the mentally infirm, have 
left it untouched. Nobody, it turns out, bought it. 

I say “nobody,” but the count is actually 3 
percent, that is, those people in any population 
sample walking around drugged or otherwise 
addled. The remaining 97 percent, according to a 
study out of Columbia University, have a limit to 
how much guff they will take, meaning they either 
identified a false story outright or had serious 
doubts. Ninety-seven percent! Wow! 

“Is Journalistic Truth Dead? Measuring How 
Informed Voters Are about Political News” by 
Charles Angelucci and Andrea Prat is in the April 
issue of American Economic Review. The 
expansive and well-designed study was conducted 
over 11 months involving 15,000 participants. It 
provides a previously unavailable picture of the 
influence (or not) of mainstream political news. 

“When confronted with a true and a fake news 
story, 47 percent of subjects confidently choose 
the true story, 3 percent confidently choose the 
fake story, and the remaining half are uncertain,” 
the authors concluded. “Socioeconomic 
differences are associated with large variations in 
the probability of selecting the true news story. 
Partisan congruence between an individual and a 
news story matters, but its impact is up to an 
order of magnitude smaller.” 

That last means your political stance and social 
position may be a factor in whether you are fooled 
by a particular story but common sense prevails 
throughout. Millions of dollars and entire careers 
pursuing advocacy journalism (hello, Don Lemon) 
have been a colossal waste. It’s as if the 
Indianapolis Star doesn’t exist. 

Interestingly, the most discerning group of 
participants, regardless of political affiliation, was 
the group the advocacy media warns us is the 
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most untrustworthy: middle-aged, middle-class 
white men. 

“When taken jointly, the overall effect of 
socioeconomic variables is almost one order of 
magnitude larger than the partisanship effect,” 
the authors say. “The probability that an older, 
high-income, college-educated white man 
identifies a true story is 18 percentage points 
greater.”  

So why have we been so convinced all these 
years that the media was pulling the wool over our 
eyes? Our friend Andy Horning over at the 
Libertarian Party has it right. He argues that the 
leadership of the two major political parties pick 
candidates that are essentially the same, i.e., in 
business for themselves as professional 
politicians. There’s no meaningful choice, 
Horning insists.  

The parties may claim there are substantive 
differences in their candidates. The reason we 
can’t see that, they say, is because of the 
above debunked media fog. So we are asked to 
trust the party’s decision or “brand” and ignore 
what’s happening to our savings account and our 
liberty. 

Tellingly, the solutions proposed by the ruling 
class have more to do with control 
than information: “media literacy” efforts, 
engagement programs, fact-checking platforms 
and software solutions to block false statements, 
as well as legal reform and public funding of 
journalism. 

If the actual record is incomprehensible, then, 
we are supposed to be content voting for the 
candidate who says he is  “fighting” hardest for us 
(against what, exactly, is left to the imagination). 
That is how otherwise simple problems such as 
the budget, entitlement spending, election 
integrity and the border go unaddressed. It is the 
political version of real estate’s “nothing happens 
until the right people own the land.” 

We won’t be fooled by that much longer.. 

 Donald Trump and ‘Truth Social‘ 

(March 29) — One thing about the old smoke-
filled rooms was we knew who was in them — and 
that they were all U.S. citizens. Campaign finance 
“reform” took that away. 

The Virginia House of Burgesses prohibited 
George Washington from popping a cork for some 
political friends: “No money, meat, drink, 
entertainment or provision, any present, gift, 
reward or entertainment, etc. can be given in 
order to be elected,” spake the Burgesses. 

Clear enough, but jump forward to Oct. 15, 
1974, and President Gerald Ford blithely signing 
the Federal Election Campaign Amendment and 
promising “no more dirty tricks.” The political 
apparatus immediately set to work on new and 
dirtier tricks.  

So if you think you understand campaign 
finance regulations, you’re mistaken. Nobody 
does, they’re still inventing them. We are at the 
point where you can only hope your guy cheats 
better than the other guy. 

That could not be made clearer than with 
Donald Trump’s successful use of the stock 
market as a campaign chest (a move perfected 
earlier by Paul Pelosi). We have asked every 
expert we know and nobody can tell us why 
Trump’s “Truth Social” isn’t a money-laundering 
scheme to work around campaign finance laws.  

At best, it is a way for players on the stock 
market to invest in the vaunted Trump “brand” if 
he wins the presidency, literally betting that their 
portfolio will be carried along in one way or 
another. Sort of like buying Berkshire-Hathaway 
in 1965 because Warren Buffet was your county 
chairman. 

To fill you in, Truth Social is owned by the 
Trump Media & Technology Group, the majority 
of which is owned by Donald Trump. Its stock 
climbed 16 percent Tuesday, its first day on the 
market. It had jumped another 14 percent by late 
Wednesday but slipped by today’s Easter closing. 
Still, its market valuation of just over $8 billion is 
stunning for an unproven business model. 
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For Truth Social, a social media platform 
competing in a crowded field, doesn’t currently 
make anything or sell anything. Indeed, it doesn’t 
appear constructed to log a conventional profit. 
“This is people voicing their political opinions 
through the markets,” a financial data consultant 
told ABC News. “There’s nothing going on that 
has anything to do with the financial 
fundamentals.”  

Think of it as a new version of the Barack 
Obama book “sales.” 

But after almost a half century of serious 
reform, how is all this possible? It is because 
disincentives have never matched incentives 
— purposely, if you understand how the 
Congressional mind works. A monetary fine 
doesn’t cut it when the game is control of the 
political machinery of the United States of 
America. Nor do stiffer penalties only imposed 
through a labyrinth of court rulings, counter 
rulings and appeals. 

The solution, rejected back in 1974, was to put 
reform on the same regulatory footing as, say, a 
driver’s license: You must be who you say you are.  

In the context of campaign finance, that would 
mean, on penalty of mandatory and lengthy 
imprisonment, that any U.S. citizen could 
contribute whatever to any political campaign as 
long as he did so specifically and in his own name. 
That would exclude political action committees, 
foreign bundlers, union book-signing parties, 
mail-in ballots, meme stock offerings or anything 
else the quick and the clever can dream up.  

The political winds may be blowing in that 
direction. A Fox News poll found that “election 
integrity” is the second most urgent issue in the 
upcoming presidential election, right behind 
perennial concern “the economy.” Other polls 
show both liberals and conservatives equally 
concerned over ensuring fair elections. 

“Which leads to the question: What is election 
integrity?” writes Byron York of the Washington 
Examiner. “Is it Democrats worried that Trump 
and Republicans will cheat? Is it Republicans 
worried that Biden and the Democrats will cheat?” 

Like we said, you can only hope the other guy 
doesn’t out-cheat your guy. 

Our ‘War’ with Indiana University 

(March 27) — “Are you going to war with 
Indiana University-Bloomington?” is the question 
prompted by a string of essays challenging the 
university’s leadership, particularly its admission 
policies. Hah, it would be a short war, is our reply. 

Our foundation is no match for a university 
with rooms full of lawyers to field Freedom of 
Information requests, hundreds of influential 
faculty members and powerful alumni throughout 
the state, including many in public office. It would 
be more accurate to say we are sniping, perhaps 
just taking pot shots.  

Nonetheless, our concern is legitimate and IU’s 
arrogance is untenable. We believe the culture 
there is toxic to the larger surrounding society — 
where do you think those “no-bail” prosecutors 
and judges come from? That is demonstrable in 
both its admission and curricula decisions. We 
only call for effective oversight by the governor’s 
office, a  job you might have thought it 
was already doing. (At least the Legislature got the 
ball rolling with an oversight bill this session.) 

No, don’t bother standing behind academic 
freedom waiving the tenure flag. That is 
laughable on a campus — nay, in an entire city — 
where everyone either thinks alike or 
keeps their mouth shut for fear of losing a comfy 
post. Therein extreme ideology is allowed to block 
honest inquiry, the very thing tenure was meant to 
protect, not to mention the guarantees of the First 
Amendment.  

Look, after all these years following the 
chimeric dreams of the 1960s, the university 
needs a dose of reality in the form of serious adult 
supervision. It worked miracles at Purdue under 
Mitch Daniels. 

But don’t count on the IU Board of Trustees, a 
group of well-connected Babbits fully occupied 
caging invitations to the choice dinner parties and 
claiming the best seats at Assembly Hall (now 
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Simon Skjodt Assembly Hall after a $40-million 
donation for renovations to include luxury boxes). 

On other campuses, trustees, alumni and 
donors step up to hold an administration to 
account. Not at IU, where a legendary basketball 
program was dismantled never to recover because 
a coach crossing campus pushed aside a rude, 
disrespectful student. 

We mentioned pot shots, well, every once in a 
while one hits its mark. 

A few years ago we detailed IU’s odd 
preference for students from China. It’s almost as 
if someone decided to sell a swath of the campus 
to the Chinese Communist Party (CCP).  

We noted that in the 2019-2020 academic year 
students from China together paid over $80 
million to IU Bloomington in tuition and fees 
alone. This is close to half the total amount of 
funding that IU Bloomington gets from the state 
of Indiana each year, which is around $200 
million. 

A reporter attended a lecture where a student 
from China was allowed to shout down a 
U.S. senator in front of the IU president. Later, 
she interviewed a dissident who said that virtually 
all of the students from China take an oath to 
report to the CCP. Some are active and disruptive 
agents, says the Department of Defense. 

Crickets. 
Years earlier, an authority no less than a 

member of the law school’s own admissions 
committee, Prof. Robert Heidt, blew the whistle in 
an article published by the Indianapolis Star: 

“Roughly speaking, to meet our de facto 
quotas, we must leapfrog less qualified minority 
applicants over 
approximately 330 more 
qualified non-minority 
applicants each year, many 
of whom, of course, will be 
Indiana residents. 
Predictably, my opposition 
to our policy has been 
futile. Memos of my 
concerns — concerns taken 

up by the U.S. Supreme Court —  received no 
reply. As I said to The Indiana Policy Review in 
submitting a statistical report on our policy, ‘On 
this subject the faculty and administration are 
entrenched in a Thermopylae of poor judgment 
and blocked imagination from which apparently 
no force on earth can dislodge us.’” 

David McIntosh, then running for governor, 
courageously chimed in, citing our study 
and saying that racial quotas are illegal and 
unfair. “More troubling is the fact a state school 
can give preference to out-of-state minority 
applicants over better qualified non-minority 
applicants from Indiana,” McIntosh told a 
Bloomington audience. “The taxpayers who 
support this school expect it to educate qualified 
Hoosiers first and foremost.” 

More crickets. 
This month, writing of comparable policies at 

his alma mater, the novelist Mark Helprin 
lamented what has become of the American 
university and its purposeful demotion of certain 
unfavored groups in favor of favored groups. He 
drew parallels to Heidelberg University in 
Germany, circa 1935. 

“Harvard has always thought too highly of 
itself,” Helprin concluded, “but in light of what its 
heartfelt and corrupt principles have led to of late, 
and whether it will comprehend this or not, 
Harvard should be told that pridefully, 
unconsciously, stupidly, and cruelly, the face it 
has presented to the world is hideous to behold.” 

Let us hope we do not find ourselves writing 
similarly about our Indiana University. 

Welcome to the 
Kipling Cluster 

(March 24) — Ever 
wonder where you fit in 
society — exactly, that is? I 
wonder, and it’s ugly. 
There’s the eye color, a 
physical characteristic 
akin to skin pigment, one 
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that can be used to discriminate by a brown-eyed 
majority. The blue-eyed in America stand at only 
25 percent and dropping, a mere 8 percent 
globally. The green- and hazel-eyed hardly 
register. 

There’s the eye color, a physical characteristic 
akin to skin pigment, one that can be used to 
discriminate by a brown-eyed majority. The blue-
eyed in America stand at only 25 percent and 
dropping, a mere 8 percent globally. The green- 
and hazel-eyed hardly register. 

Now I learn that I have been identified by a 
Yale researcher as part of a data cluster labeled 
“White Hierarchic Individualist Men” (WHIM). If 
you read “hierarchic” as merely “orderly,” that 
sounds innocuous enough. But then you learn that 
this cluster makes up only one-sixth of the 
population and it holds demonstrably unpopular 
views. If you can forgive a lapse into canceled 
poetic literature, think of it as the Rudyard 
Kipling cluster: 

By all ye cry or whisper, 
By all ye leave or do, 
The silent sullen peoples 
Shall weigh your Gods and you. 
Our answers to questions measuring societal 

risk are not just at odds with the majority, sullen 
or not, but as if from a different planet. A chart 
shows us as the isolated spike on the question of 
global warming. Note there’s no overlap; nobody 
agrees with us — not our wives, not our non-
hierarchic fellow men, nobody. 

Another chart shows us similarly isolated on 
the topics of gun ownership and the regulation of 
businesses. The charts, I believe, explain why we 
elect people like Eric Holcomb. He is part of the 
five-sixths, and how could it be otherwise 
democratically? We’re lucky it’s not worse. Nor 
are we openly pursued as the margin of victory in 
any congressional election. 

So, what will society do with us outliers? Please 
know that democracies function most smoothly in 
homogeneous populations. We WHIMs will have 
to be shown the error of our ways, democratically 
neutered or deported in one way or another — 

done away with, some on the extreme now 
advocate. 

Before that, however, Yale might conduct 
additional research. There is an argument to be 
made that the WHIM invented Western 
Civilization, won its wars, plowed the Great Plains 
into a bread basket, classified the world’s flora 
and fauna, raised the skyscrapers, mapped the 
stars in the firmament and built a constitutional 
framework that allows liberty not just for himself 
but for everyone of every eye color. 

Yes, historically he enslaved after being himself 
enslaved and oppressed after being 
oppressed. And we are not ignoring the 
occasional female NASA mathematician or 
Hollywood’s Tuskegee airmen. 

In the end, though, we can only hope Kipling 
proves wrong: 

And when your goal is nearest 
The end for others sought, 
Watch Sloth and heathen Folly 
Bring all your hopes to nought. 

— tcl
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“The Battle of Cowpens,” painted by William Ranney in 1845, shows an unnamed 
patriot (far left) saving the life of Col. William Washington.
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